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previous article Seashore this 
journal, entitled, Importance Vo- 
cabulary Learning Language Skills” 
(6), summarized series research pro- 
jects which indicate that almost everyone 
grossly underestimates the size individ- 
ual vocabularies. Common estimates 
vocabulary size made teachers are fre- 
quently less than per cent the true 
size estimated from written definitions 
representative sample lists taken from 
unabridged dictionaries. The article also 
pointed out the tremendous discrepancies 
the large sizes children’s mea- 
sured vocabularies and the assumptions 
textbook writers the necessity for 
limiting the number words which chil- 
dren can learn year’s time. 


result the interest aroused 
mong teachers this article, Seashore 
was invited elaborate upon ad- 
dress before the annual meeting the Na- 
tional Council Teachers English 
December 1948. group discussants 
representing various fields the teaching 
English acted panel evaluate the 
significance his findings for their profes- 
sion. One these Dean 
Seegers, had prepared extensive list 
technical questions concerning the 
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search. However, because time limita- 
tions the program Seashore did not have 
that time. 

complete this presentation the 
Editor this journal has invited Dean 
Seegers and Professor Seashore present 
their questions and answers writing 
this issue. Although most the significant 
details are available through the original 
studies cited the end this paper, 
brief summary the facts presented 
Seashore’s address herewith reproduced 
for the convenience readers. 


Summary Previous Reports 
The basic findings Seashore and his 
collaborators the analysis and measure- 
ment individual differences general 
English vocabulary are follows: 


Opportunity demonstrate his knowledge 
all the words which has en- 
necessary construct vocabulary test 
which representative sample all the 
words unabridged dictionary. Testing 
only the words which individual actual- 
'Teacher College, Temple University. 


“Department Psychology, Northwestern Uni- 
versity. 
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did use any specific kind situation 
fails show the alternative words which 
could have employed those situations 
and tells nothing about the additional 
words which could probably employ 
the many other kinds specialized situa- 
tions with specialized vocabularies which 
each person encounters ordinary life. 

may tested least four different 
criteria: 

(a) defining his own terms 

(b) giving illustrative use 
sentence 

(c) checking words “known” 
“unknown” 

(d) taking multiple choice test 
for recognition single com- 
monest meaning, with 
formula correct for guess- 
ing. 

Taking sample several hundred 
words regular intervals throughout 
unabridged dictionary gives list words 
which representative the various parts 
speech and the various degrees dif- 
ficulty for the entire dictionary. Compari- 
son individuals’ knowledge (by criteria 
definition use) several such lists 
gives closely comparable percentages 
words known each list. From this 
infer that the percentage words 
the same the percentage 
xnown for the entire dictionary. This prin- 
ciple predicting characteristics en- 
tire set phenomena from measurements 
representative sample the basic pro- 
cedure all scientific investigations. 

analysis the Funk and Wag- 
nalls Unabridged Dictionary (2) showed 


that there are approximately the following 
numbers words the entire two vol- 
umes: 

(a) 167,000 “basic” words, e.g. 
loyal 

(b) 204,000 derivative words, e.g. 
loyalize, loyalism, Loyal Le- 
gion, Civil War order 

(c) 87,000 multiple meanings 
“basic” words (not counted 
our estimate, but measured 
separately parallel experi- 
ment Lovell 

(d) 13,000 alternate spellings 
“basic” words (not counted 
our estimate because most peo- 
ple not consider these 
separate words 

From the percentage words 
known the Seashore-Eckerson recogni- 
tion vocabulary test (7), systematic 
sample the Funk and Wagnalls Un- 
abridged Dictionary, estimated that 
children the first grade know the 
average approximately 17,000 basic words 
plus 7000 derivative words total 
approximately 24,000 words, and gain ap- 
proximately 5000 words per year their 
auditory recognition vocabulary. This rate 
gain continues fairly evenly through 
high school. University undergraduates 
have average vocabulary 61,000 
basic words plus 96,000 derivative words 
total about 157,000 words. 


Scores the Seashore-Eckerson 
General Recognition Vocabulary Test are 
closely correlated, approximately .60, with 
other language skills test 
e.g. reading comprehension, 
telligence test, school grades, etc. Vocabu- 
lary size also closely related richness 
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meaning for the same words, with dic- 
tion the ability make fine discrimina- 
tions between similar words, and with the 
avoidance common confusions the use 
Vocabulary size thus very 
significant index individual’s pro- 
gress learning verbal materials, and 
representative sample words from the 
dictionary gives individual oppor- 
tunity show his knowledge not only 
general fields information but also 
some extent whatever special fields 
interest may have developed. 


The tremendous discrepancies be- 
tween the actual sizes students’ vocabu- 
laries and the rates which they actually 
learn new words compared the num- 
bers new words introduced formal 
teaching situations, “reader” series 
limited about 500 new words per year, 
should indicate the great need for enrich- 
ing children’s learning opportunities 
formal education. Even though child’s 
reading vocabulary the first grade may 
only few hundred words, his reading 
vocabulary quickly catches his audi- 
tory recognition vocabulary that the 
seventh grade there relatively slight 
discrepancy between them. 

For college students, “use” vocabu- 
laries, those words which individual 
can define his own terms illustrate 
the meaning sentence, are approxi- 
mately per cent large his recogni- 
tion vocabulary. Furthermore, have 
evidence that speaking and writing vocabu- 
laries are very large and overlap greatly. 

Experiments Olson (5) which 
children’s rate vocabulary building was 
doubled over period year indicates 
some the possibilities for the improve- 
ment language teaching. These possibili- 
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‘ties are elaborated Seashore’s previous 


article this journal (6). Many such 
methods are already easily available and 
have been neglected schools. 


Since Dean Seegers’ questions repre- 
sented the results extensive study with 
his group graduate students, shall 
present his questions their original form 
together with Seashore’s answers each 
point. 

General Questions 

How can one rely upon recollection 
use? true that recognition, repro- 
duction, and use words are identical, 
nearly so? Are speaking, writing, and read- 
ing vocabularies nearly identical? (6, 
148) 

These questions refer the statements 
Seashore and Eckerson (7) concerning 
the employment the various criteria 
knowledge, such as: 

(a) giving unaided definition 
the meaning word 

(b) using word illustrative 
sentence show its meaning 


(c) recognizing the correct mean- 
ing from several alternatives 
which might confused with 
test. 


The percentages words known each 
these criteria showed that our total vo- 
cabularies are much larger than have 
previously believed and that there little 
difference the numbers words known 
according these three criteria among the 
college students originally tested. 


The first part the question refers 
one particular experiment which stu- 
dents who were taking the Seashore-Ecker- 
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son multiple choice test were asked 
indicate for each word whether they be- 
lieved (could recall) that they had prob- 
ably used that word previously writing 
(W), speaking (S) could possibly 
use (P) even they could not recall 
having done so. The results indicated that 
the average Northwestern undergraduate 
student had used approximately 42,600 
words both speaking and writing, 1500 
writing alone, 1700 speaking alone, 
and that felt capable using addi- 
tional 10,000. None these marked 
words were counted being any 
these “use” vocabularies unless the person 
also marked the correct multiple-choice 
answer its meaning. The average 
number all common basic words which 
the students believed that they could use 
correctly plus approximately 1500 rare 
basic words which were defined but not 
classified, was thus 57,400 compared 
average 61,000 basic words which 
these students know the criterion 
multiple choice recognition after correction 
for guessing four-choice test. 


The question appropriately points out 
the possibility errors recollection con- 
cerning the nature previous use and the 
results must, course, evaluated with 
this reservation. does not, however, seem 
unreasonable assume that student 
could have least moderate certainty 
whether not had probably used 
given word least some past occasion 
writing speaking. itself the above 
evidence could perhaps cited only 
warning against uncritical acceptance 
the common alternative assumption that 
people’s writing and speaking vocabularies 
are much smaller than indicated our 
figures, and that they not overlap very 


much. far know there are ex- 
perimental evidences favor the older 
beliefs the much smaller sizes the 
various “use” vocabularies their lack 


The students’ recollections judg- 
ments about the total size their actual 
and possible use vocabularies seem 
keeping with the results Annen (1) 
earlier study directed Seashore 
the University Oregon. this study stu- 
dents were given representative samples 
basic words from the Funk and Wag- 
nall’s College Standard Dictionary (145,- 
000 words) which consisted basic words 
taken regular intervals ordinal posi- 
tion pages. Each student took four 
forms the test using different samples 
for each criterion knowledge follows: 
(a) mark each word with plus you 
know meaning the word; (b) define 
the word your own terms; (c) use the 
word sentence illustrate its mean- 
ing. The four word lists were found vary 


only slightly average difficulty 


each the three criteria, indicating that 
the method sampling dictionary does 
give comparable test forms. Furthermore 
the sizes vocabularies estimated each 
these three criteria averaged about 
per cent large the vocabulary for rec- 
ognition meaning multiple choice 
test for one the lists. 

the basis these two studies thus 
appears that the level college under- 
graduates individuals not have distinc- 
tively different sets words their speak- 
ing and writing vocabularies and that the 
total all the words which they can use 
properly almost large their recogni- 
tion vocabularies. 

One further study may cited, 
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which the Inglis multiple choice recogni- 
tion vocabulary test was given, first with- 
out any context for the word whose mean- 
ing was recognized, and second, with 
the context phrase sentence for each 
word, i.e. the standard form the test. 


Strange say, the scores college 
students indicated statistically signific- 
ant difference between number words 
recognized without context and number 
words recognized context. Although this 
might partly explained the test con- 
structor’s having avoided contexts which 
would deliberate “giveaways” the 
original construction the test, these find- 
ings are general agreement with our 
findings that, adult knows word 
one criterion such recognition mean- 
ing, very likely know also 
other criteria, such unaided definition 
illustrative use the term. answer 
Dean Seegers’ question directly, the 
level college students, speaking, writing 
and reading vocabularies appear 
greatly overlapping and nearly identical. 


Though Seashore has never intended 
imply that reading vocabularies ele- 
mentary school children are identical with 
auditory recognition vocabularies these 
early ages, appears that some readers 
may have mistakenly gained this impres- 
sion. The reading recognition vocabulary 
certainly lags behind the development 
auditory recognition the first grade 
when children are just learning read 
but about the seventh grade, 
Smith (9) found that they can read most 


the words which they-can recognize 
sound. 


Similarly, supposed that the 
written spelling words may lag behind 


the ability define use the same terms 
but here too the discrepancy probably nar- 
rows greatly with age. The writer now 
directing study which will com- 
pared the average number words that 
individual can spell, pronounce, and rec- 
ognize meaning. The same system 
dictionary sampling and the same list 
words will used for the three criteria, 
odd numbered items being tested for spell- 
ing from dictation, even numbered items 
being tested for pronunciation from read- 
ing and all items being tested later 
multiple choice recognition criterion. This 
should make possible estimate the 
total size pronunciation and spelling vo- 
cabularies well meaning vocabularies, 
and determine the interrelations be- 
tween the scores. 

Psychological abstract (1932) 
Seashore says must distinguish types 
vocabulary. they are tested equal- 
through recognition? 

This early statement was justified 
the grounds that the various types vo- 
cabulary had distinguished first 
order construct appropriate tests for 
each. Furthermore, even though there 
great overlapping among the types vo- 
cabulary for college students, this not 
necessarily true earlier ages, owing 
the delay approximately five six years 
after birth before starting teach reading 
and writing. 

Where did Terman say used 
pocket dictionary? What pocket dictionary 
has homunculus it? 


Terman used Laird Lee’s Webster’s 
vest-pocket dictionary (18,000 words) 
the construction the vocabulary section 
the 1916 Stanford-Binet test (10). The 
word homunculus from the 1937 ver- 
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sion the text, vocabulary list, source not 
stated. 
Types Definition 

What kind definition con- 
sidered satisfactory? Why should there 
distinction? Binet testing the quality 
the definition quite important. 
not consider quality definition 
may formulate very glib assumptions. 


order measure size vocabulary 
most investigators that individual us- 
ually enriches his knowledge word 
grows older, (a) being able rec- 
ognize additional instances the same in- 
itial meaning (generalization), (b) 
learning additional meanings the same 
word, and (c) learning finer differ- 
entiations among similar words. our vo- 
cabulary studies the aim has constantly 
been define our experimental concepts, 
e.g., word,” accordance with 
everyday usage insofar possible. Thus 
have distinguished “basic” from 
rived” terms because many people believe 
that only basic words should considered 
separate units. However, have also 
measured derived words separately that 
would report these too, and have given 
our figures separately for basic words and 
derived words, well for total vocabu- 
laries that each reader could select the 
figures which interested. 


the study Lovell (3), was 
shown that individuals who made the 
highest scores the Seashore-Eckerson 
recognition vocabulary test, knew the 
largest number words least single 
meaning, also tended know proportion- 
ately larger numbers additional mean- 
ings these same words. Although size 
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vocabulary and richness meaning for 
the separate terms are separate factors 
which may develop different rates, 
Lovell showed they are nevertheless closely 
related the time student reaches col- 
lege. Furthermore, study Olson (5) 
showed that school children who scored 
high the Seashore-Eckerson ‘recognition 
vocabulary test for knowledge least 
single meaning word, also tended 
score proportionately high test 
diction which they were select from 
list five ten approximate synonyms 
the one word which would give the most 
appropriate connotation for blank 
sentence. addition these students with 
large vocabularies tended score high 
the avoidance common errors the 
choice words often confused every- 
day usage. 


summary, agree that the quality 
definition important, but when 
have measured this “richness meaning” 
factor among adults, have found 
closely related size vocabulary 
terms least minimal knowledge 
words. way our experimental re- 
sults indicate that size vocabulary 
ordinarily achieved the expense rich- 
ness quality meaning. 


The claim that depth under- 
standing and single recognitions are closely 
related. (6, 148) Does this apply 
young children also? not, why not? 
not the test equally applicable all ages? 
not this one particular how can 
assume applicability any particular? 


The claim correct but refers only 
college students because, knowledge, 
experiments similar Lovell’s have 
ever been tried earlier age levels. The 
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experiment presumably could tried 
least the middle primary grades, but 
would the guess that the 
youngest school children rarely know more 
than single meaning many words. 


The Seashore-Eckerson test has been 
successfully administered orally 
Smith (9) even first grade children 
basis for estimating 
Furthermore, Mandell (4) has constructed 
pictorial form the easier basic words 
the test which suitable for children 
from age four the third grade. 
another experiment Fox the verbal 
form the S-E test has been used for peo- 
ple their seventies. These uses demon- 
strate its applicability over very wide age 
range. 


Average child end first grade 
has only primer reading ability. 
edge words measured Seashore’s 
test and reading ability are quite different. 
Assuming that many first-graders have 
35,000 word vocabularies, does that mean 
they should reading that many? 


If, stated, the average child the 
end first grade has only primer reading 
ability, may due our failure pro- 
vide earlier and additional opportunities 
for wider reading, and make interest- 
ing the child try additional materials. 
Certainly some first grade children read 
more than primers even now. 


Auditory recognition knowledge 
words measured the Seashore-Ecker- 
son test indeed quite different from read- 
ing knowledge these words the level 
the first grade, though Smith’s 
study indicates that children’s reading vo- 
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cabularies are large enough about the 
seventh grade that they rarely have have 
words pronounced for them the test. 
Evidently the discrepancy between auditory 
and reading recognition words decreases 
quite rapidly during these early grade 
school years, even though our formal read- 
ing programs are often intentionally re- 
stricted the number new words intro- 
duced each year. Olson’s experiment 
the enrichment reading opportunity 
for fifth graders and parallel experiment 
the group construction pictorial 
dictionary for new words indicate that 
possible greatly accelerate the growth 
vocabulary such motivational and train- 
ing devices during even single year. 


Statistical Procedure 


assumed that the use the un- 
abridged dictionary ensures knowledge 
technical terms? 


The unabridged dictionary gives very 
considerable sampling technical terms 
for nearly every special field human 
knowledge, that everyone likely 
have chance exhibit some knowledge 
his special fields interest. true, 
however, that could also sample 
technical dictionaries and eliminate the 
overlapping with general dictionaries, the 
estimated sizes individual’s vocabularies 
should still larger. Samples from dic- 
tionary slang terms did add appreciable 
numbers words, and the slang vocabu- 
laries were positively, not negatively, cor- 
related with the size general English vo- 
cabularies. Parallel studies Ryden 
showed that American students who had 
never studied French Latin nevertheless 
knew several thousand French words, 
which not too remarkable considering 
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the number cognate and similar word 
forms English and French. 


lationship between the .002 sample and 
the whole? Has straight-line relationship 
been determined? 


mentioned previously, the four 
samples studied Annen did show equiv- 
alent estimated sizes English basic vo- 
cabulary terms. The Seashore-Eckerson test 
showed average variation plus 
minus three pre cent when scores odd 
numbered items were compared with those 
even numbered items the test. The 
principle representative sampling 
total group phenomena (in this case all 
the words the dictionary) fun- 
damental procedure all scientific ex- 
perimentation. Representativeness the 
kinds and proportions kinds words 
sample even more important than the 
size the sample, and this was demon- 
strated two findings, (a) the proport- 
ions parts speech our samples (see 
later question this point) and (b) the 
similarities average difficulties An- 
nen’s four samples dictionary, which 
employed methods similar ours. 


one one relationship between our 
test sample and the whole dictionary im- 
plies perfect measurement, which have 
never claimed. The significant thing 
vocabulary research not merely that 
have per cent probable error mea- 
surement for one half the Seashore- 
Eckerson test but that the general order 
sizes vocabularies estimated this way 
are least ten times large 
previous estimates based upon measures 
which fail give individual op- 
portunity show knowledge all (or 


nearly all) the words which likely 
know. (Cf. Seashore’s original article, 
this journal, for exposition the major 
sources error each the previous 
methods measurement which produced 
these misconceptions.) The per cent 
error measurement our test certainly 
does not greatly limit the general signific- 
ance our findings the size vo- 
cabularies, 


.002 sample adequate? first 
grader could attain reported scores the 
basis 30-40 words. that enough? 


Mandell’s study the pictorial form 
the Seashore-Eckerson test showed re- 
liability coefficient .90 for ages 11, 
with mean scores similar those 
Smith. Again, note that the significant 
finding the general order size these 
estimated vocabularies, which certainly 
cannot explained chance errors 
test having this degree realiability for 
narrow range talent. longer 
sample would obviously more accurate 
the point where fatigue loss in- 
terest interfered. However, these findings 
are definitely keeping with the results 
larger numbers words with older 
children successive primary and second- 
ary grades (which indicate that scores ob- 
tained the basis very small sample 
the total dictionary are reliable indices 
total vocabulary 


Derivatives are more numerous, and 
one grows older his command de- 
rivatives increases. Why, then, “we not 
count multiple meanings the same basic 
word” preparing our sample? Or, why 
are derivative terms practically ignored? 
stated: “We used .002 all the basic 
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words the dict.” Does knowledge 
basic word guarantee knowledge deriva- 
tives? not that the assumption? 


(a) Derivatives, e.g., changes parts 
speech and compound terms with spe- 
cial meanings such Loyal Legion 
Civil War Veteran’s organization) were 
measured separately and reported Sea- 
shore and Eckerson for adults and 
Smith for children. 


(b) Seashore and Eckerson did not 
count multiple meanings the same basic 
word separate words because this would 
misleading most readers. Lovell (3) 
however, did measure the multiple mean- 
ings these same words case other 
readers wish consider these additional 
words known. Note that these separate in- 
terpretations give the reader the option 
analyzing combining measurements 
sees fit. Our own original interpretation 
was the more conservative procedure but 
was not misleading because gave the 
bases used. 


(c) Knowledge basic word cor- 
related with, but does not guarantee, 
knowledge derivatives. However, 
knowledge derivatives measured sep- 
arately the test. 


word has many meanings, the 
chances its inclusion the sample are 
greatly enhanced. This obviously affects 
the sample, especially with reference 
the inclusion highly specific technical 
words. Such words are much harder de- 
fine. 


Since took our sample the third 
basic word (marginal entry heavy type) 
from the top the left-hand column 


every eighth page the Una- 
bridged Dictionary, cannot see that the 
number meanings listed for word has 
any significance possibly distorting our 
sample. there such systematic samp- 
ling error, should, course, greatly 
interested have demonstrated. 


Does the method sampling care 
for the fact that relatively more words be- 
gin with certain letters, fewer with others? 


The above-described method samp- 
ling employed our test provides 
number words beginning with each 
letter the alphabet which proportion- 
ate the entire number words beginn- 
ing with each alphabetical letter for the 
dictionary whole. 


What proportion those test words 
happen words high frequency 
terms use? 


This fact has not yet been determined, 
though could simply looking 
each word our test frequency list 
such Thorndike’s most recent revision. 


Nouns are easier—adverbs harder. 
What proportions each are the 331? 


Seashore and Eckerson showed that 
sample analysis every hundredth page 
the Unabridged Dictionary gave 
the percentages the various parts 
speech which are listed the left-hand 
columm the table below. similar an- 
alysis the test list used our vocabulary 
test (drawn from the same dictionary) 
listed the right-hand columns. 


Suppose use the Oxford Diction- 
ary instead the Would then 
arrive even larger estimates? 


Presumably the Oxford Dictionary, 
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Table Percentages Parts Speech Basic Words Samples From the 
Dictionary, (Seashore and Eckerson, 18) 


Parts Speech 


Nouns 
Abstract nouns 

Pronouns .... 

Particles ... 
Adverbs 
Prepositions 
Conjunctions 


containing many more words than the 
Funk Wagnalls Unabridged, would give 
the person being tested still wider op- 
portunity show his knowledge words. 
Note, however, that each increase size 
dictionary usually includes the addition 
words which have been judged the 
editors the smaller volume likely 
used less frequently readers because 
being obsolete, obsolescent, provincial, 
technical, etc. However, our comparisons 
various abridged volumes single 
series dictionaries not indicate that 
the editors have judged very accurately 
frequency use, since first-grade chil- 
dren were found know some words 
which were included only the una- 
bridged volume the series. 


Note again that our figures based 
the volume are more conservative 
than would expected from one the 


Twenty-seven pages 
one-hundred page 


One word every 
other page (our 


intervals large sample 
Per Per Per Per 
Cent Cent Cent Cent 
18.2 
100 LOO 


larger dictionaries. The volume 
was chosen the mid-thirties because 
was new that time, was completely al- 
phabetical word order slight advant- 
age sampling) and had various sized 
abridgments which (erroneously) 
thought might useful judging the 
difficulty words used multiple-choice 
answers the recognition test. 


10. Seashore reports 
tween preliminary form the test fol- 
lows: With speed reading .02 .04; 
With Otis advanced Int. test .49; 
With reading comprehension Psycholo- 
.6. What does this tell about the sig- 
nificance vocabulary measured 
this test? Would one not expect higher 
correlation? Does this mean that our ideas 
the relationship are wrong, does 
reflect upon what measured the test? 


Speed reading has elsewhere been 
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shown Seashore, Stockford, and Swartz 
(8) almost totally unrelated either 
reading comprehension size vo- 
cabulary, although vocabulary and reading 
comprehension are closely correlated. 
These terms have been greatly confused 
earlier writers, explained the above- 
mentioned article. 

Scores so-called “general intelli- 
gence” tests usually include sections 
general information and quantitative 
reasoning, etc., well various types 
vocabulary tests. Since Thurstone has 
shown that so-called general intelligence 
tests really consist variety little re- 
lated factors called “primary mental abili- 
ties,” not unusual find that vocabu- 
lary does not correlate higher with mix- 
ture several such types primary abili- 
ties. 

About the only test which correlates 
closely with reading comprehension 
psychological materials much longer 
(and hence more reliable) test such 
the Ohio College entrance test, techni- 
cal psychological vocabulary test. The re- 
liabilities both the measuring instru- 
ments limit the size intercorrelations 
which may obtained between them. 
When corrected for the effects attentua- 
tion (unreliability the tests), the rela- 
tionship even higher than appears 
from the uncorrected figures. correla- 
tion between such tests about 
high most statisticians would expect. 
There reason believe that grades 
objective reading examinations should 
depend exclusively general vocabulary 
size, since other e.g., in- 
formation single field, may also in- 
volved. 

11. and 12. children know many 


words why did Rinsland, with 100,000 


children, find only 25,632 different words 
used? 


The question does not concern the 
reliability the test, but rather what the 
test measures. 


Since the two questions are apparently 
related, single answer may cover both. 
Any specific type “use” test tends 
employ words appropriate that type 
use situation and less likely call for 
the use other words which might ap- 
pear different type use situation 
analyzed. Children acquire different vo- 
cabularies trips, the beach, the 
playground, farm, stores, etc., and 
would necessary test the children 
variety situations find how many 
words they could use necessary. 


13. Does the test indicate the relative 
frequency common words under differ- 
ent initial letters? Has the validity the 
list been studied comparison with longer 
lists? 

(a) The test could analyzed 
comparing its terms with frequency list 
such the Thorndike revision, but have 
not done so. might possible that high 
frequency words distributed 
somewhat differently under certain initial 
letters than others comparison with all 
other words. However, high frequency 
words are small fraction the total 
number words the dictionary and 
not see how this could seriously influ- 
ence our findings. 


(b) The Seashore-Eckerson test de- 
words general from the unabridged dic- 
tionary. was never intended fre- 
quency list itself, 
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14. Have correlations between the Sea- 
shore test, Q., mental age, and reading 
been computed with children? between 
test results and vocabulary used writ- 
ing? Olson found moderate close cor- 
relations between the S-E note test and in- 
telligence test scores, achievement test 
scores, etc. children. 


not know any experiment cor- 
relating S-E test with children’s vocabu- 
laries used writing. 


15. Why all the other studies 
vary much from this one? Why did 
Serenius say that test 500 words was 
the minimum would trust? 


method other than representative 
sampling from unabridged dictionary 
can give large estimated vocabulary 
size for individuals, because other 
method permits individual show all 
the kinds words which may know. 
Cf. the table given Seashore and Ecker- 
son (7) which clearly shown that 
the larger the number words the dic- 
tionary from which the sample taken, 
the greater will estimated size vo- 
cabularies. 


Any specific length vocabulary test 
could chosen, depending upon the size 
probable error measurement which 
permissible for the purpose hand. Ac- 
curacy purchased the expense time 
spent the person being tested. The error 
measurement test sample decreases 
proportion the root the 
number words the test. Serenius evi- 
dently decided that particular probable 
error measurement was desirable. Our 
error per cent for analysis 
the Seashore-Eckerson test does not seem 
excessive us. 


ELEMENTARY ENGLISH 


16. first-grade children know 
42,000 words and there increase 
5000 words year, what are those words 
which they know? freely admitted 
that “The Teachers Word Book” does not 
list words according difficulty. 
simply listing words they were 
found the sources stated. But also 
true that there high degree com- 
munity between that listing and ordinary 
use. The following words were selected 
almost random from the latest edition, 
30,000 words: 

From the sixth thousand: Confederacy; 
degradation. 

From the seventh thousand: Booty; dialect. 

From the ninth thousand: Abdication; gra- 
dation; dialogue; vagrant. 

From the tenth thousand: Saffron; sacra- 
elemental. 

From the eleventh thousand: Grovel; vice- 
roy; bailiff; cater. 

From the thirteenth thousand: Category; 
scrutinize; sacrilegious; qualm. 

From the fourteenth thousand: Schismatic; 
waive; addiction; scullion. 

Would anyone who has worked with 
first-graders expect the average first-grade 
child know many—or any—of these? 
This list could expanded very greatly 
with very little difficulty. The question is: 
children not know these and similar 
words, what are the 24,000 words the 
average first-grader “knows”, the 40,- 
000 plus which are alleged known 
the top-ranking children grade one? 

The Thorndike-Lorge frequency 
list represents the commonest 30,000 
words (omitting all less common words) 
found restricted sample written ma- 
terials drawn from limited number 
persons, age and socio-economic groups, 


How LARGE ARE CHILDREN’S 


and dealing with limited variety sit- 
uations. showed what words these peo- 
ple did use these situations, not what 
they could use necessary, these and 
still other situations. 

The Seashore-Eckerson English Rec- 
ognition Vocabulary test employed 
Smith her study children’s vocabu- 
laries systematic and representative 
sampling all the 167,000 basic plus 
204,000 derived terms the and 
unabridged dictionary. Only such sample 
this can give person full opportunity 
show his knowledge all the words 
with which has become acquainted 
can analyze new. 


The T-L word list thus relatively 
small proportion all the words the 
dictionary, there are plenty other 
words learned. 

The words which were most likely 
known first-grade children the 
test are those near the beginning 
the test, e.g.: 

Basic Words 


adhesive chilling barking 
quick mouse cheer 
loyal takedown weighty 
kill ovened churching 
pulse percolator creation 
cowardly falsehood 
shout constructive 
legal devotion reposeful 
pen gain centering 
clear lead hearten 
cocoon aged skill 
ailment 


Derived Words 
for mercy’s sake 
sea blue 
gurgling 
wingedly 
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mentioned Dr. Seegers, the 
frequency rating T-L words related 
but not the same the order difficulty 
which young children could learn them. 
Thus child may not encounter semi- 
legal term such “waive” from the T-L 
list until becomes adult and becomes 
interested court proceedings. the 
other hand, may easily learn terms such 
(radio), “television,” “convert- 
ible” (car), around his home and count- 
less other terms from the many specialized 
experiences during travel farms, cities, 
airports, museums, and from reading 
parents and from radio and television. 
The T-L list combines under single word 
great many the common variations 
parts speech. For this reason their vo- 
cabulary estimates would tend some- 
what smaller than those Seashore-Ecker- 
son, which accepted common dictionary 
practice distinguishing separate words. 


conclusion—the studies cited 
this analysis raise serious questions 
the accuracy several very widely held 
educational beliefs, g., 


(1) that the initial vocabularies 
school children are very small; 


(2) that the rate growth their 
vocabularies proportionately small and 
difficult improve without pushing the 
children; and 


(3) that therefore necessary 
carefully control the nature and number 
new terms presented texts and curricula 
each grade level. 


not equally fair ask that 
readers who may still skeptical our 
newer findings should answer several ques- 
tions about alternative beliefs? 
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(1) What are the experimental evi- 
dences that children starting school actual- 
know only few hundred several 
thousand words and must have their books 
limited few hundred new words each 
year? 

(2) Since the newer estimates vo- 
cabulary sizes and rates growth are 
the order ten times large previous- 
believed, what are the implications 
these findings for continuing control 
strictly the nature and number new 
words presented texts and curricula 
each grade level? 


(3) Even children are apparently 
building vocabularies much faster than 
could accounted for present con- 
trolled vocabulary programs, what could 
they they were given combination 
enriched reading opportunities, more 
systematic methods analyzing new 
words, and systematic emphasis upon 
watching for the meanings, pronunciation, 
and spelling all new words encountered 


Certainly the informal experiments 
Olson (5) showing that the 4th, 
and 6th grades could double their annual 
rate vocabulary growth should encour- 
age analyze critically our old as- 
sumptions and test empirically our new 
methods enriching vocabulary develop- 
ment. 


Educational systems great consequence, 


We 


. 
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are devoted the achievement 


the goals great society. They begin with the dream and tools better 
life for the local community and end with the vision and the tools better 


life for the world. 


—Harold Benjamin 
Educational Design for the Great Society 
The Education Digest, October 1948 
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for Good Bulletin Boards 


CECILIA 


you have all those bulletin boards 
around the room and don’t know what 
with them? Right this moment they 
look like someone’s attic after the chil- 
dren have spent rainy day it—a jum- 
bled mess thumbtacked clippings, de- 
jected magazine pictures hanging their 
last corner, and few very dead autumn 
leaves crumbling away beside the photo- 
someone’s vacation trip the past 
summer. one ever looks them any- 
way. Why the world were they ever 
put the room the first place? There 
was sound reason for their installation. 
They were meant help, not hind- 
rance. Children and adults naturally de- 
light looking things and learn pain- 
lessly and enthusiastically doing. The 
work involved arranging attractive 
bulletin board well worthwhile when 
one observes the pleasure taken the re- 
sults. Contrary popular belief art train- 
ing not requisite for success. Every 
English teacher has acquired composition 
formula which will apply the arrange- 
ment bulletin board readily the 
writing theme—coherence, unity, em- 
phasis. She needs break this down into 
few simple rules: 


Plan the display before touching 
the bulletin board. arranging any dis- 
play exhibit must remember that 
teach something the observer. 


plex one. must know what this lesson 
someone. Select only the pictures, clippings 
and objects which will illustrate this les- 


son. Save everything else for another occa- 
sion. 


Arrange the materials orderly 
fashion. Imagine book without title, 
chapters, paragraphs, sentences punct- 
uation. Most readers would shy away from 
after one glance, and even the most ar- 
dent student would find himself very 
shortly hopeless confusion. with 
collection articles which lack the order 
necessary tell story. For example, 
collection pictures pertaining poets 
could worse than useless assembled 
without rhyme reason. Students might 
quite easily gather the erroneous impres- 
sion that all poets lived during the 19th 
century, were unappreciated, existed 
garrets and were addicted the use 
opium. much better confine the 
topic smaller limits which can more 
ably covered such Nonense Verse from 
Living Poets possibly Homes New 
England Poets. Items should arranged 
some systematic order with general 
heading and small labels which will an- 
swer most the reasonable curiosity about 
the display. 

Balance the display. Select one pic- 
ture article which seems best sum 
the story and place the most promin- 
ent position the bulletin board; this 
may the center. Other material may 
divided into two groups which approx- 
imately balance each other size and con- 
tent. These might arranged either 


1Miss Peikert Director Museums 
State Normal University, Normal, and 


formerly member the staff the Children’s 
Museum Detroit. 
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side the central picture. However, 
not always necessary arrange materials 
formally though this safe method 
use any time. With some experimen- 
tation one may become quite adept ar- 
ranging materials pleasing manner. 


Attract attention the display. 

Color may accomplish this. 
background color will hold together the 
items the bulletin board; strips col- 
ored paper enclosing the entire array 
would also serve this purpose. Many teach- 
ers still mount all pictures firmly and un- 
ground. Pictures may “last longer” used 
this way, but they remain dull pictures. 
Furthermore, pictures China, India, air- 
planes, cats and flowers when mounted 
the same shade paper assume similar- 
ity which repels curiosity. one mounts 
pictures Fairy Tale Heroes red paper 
and pictures Boy Adventurers green 
paper, will have problem should 
care combine them bulletin board 
displaying Favorite Characters from Fic- 
tion. Unmounted pictures may used 
under many different headings. Storage 
simpler since they take relatively 
small amount room and may filed 
ordinary filing folders. colored back- 
ground may used for pictures, but 
need not attached with glue. Pictures 
may brightened considerably 
choosing mounting paper which repeats 
some color already present. Perhaps two 
colors used together will prove effective. 
Should the pictures very dark drab, 
may necessary use quite startling 
colors attract attention. 
grounds needs not always cut exactly 
fit picture. Circles, triangles, strips, 
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whatever one’s imagination may devise can 
used introduce color into display. 


The same style lettering need not 
used throughout the exhibit. Upper case 
and lower case may used different 
labels, and script may introduced for 
change. difference the lettering 
any one point will serve draw attention 
that particular section. Today have 
such vast array commerically produced 
letters from which choose that need 
longer dismayed are not capa- 
ble lettering neatly. The gummed let- 
ters, which work like postage stamp, 
come all sizes and number colors. 
They are most satisfactory, easy use, and 
produce neat, legible label. There are 
plaster letters which have sharp nails im- 
bedded the backs means which 
they may thrust into soft but firm 
background. These letters have the advan- 
tage being easily moved about and 
being used again and again. Because they 
are three-dimensional and cast shadow, 
they make most attractive general 
labels. Being composed plaster these 
letters are fragile and break very easily. 
They cannot used hard background 
they cannot hammered in, but must 
pressed gently. There are any number 
cardboard letters which may pur- 
chased and attached means paste 
glue. Several companies have produced 
most satisfactory pens and stencils which, 
when used combination, produce ar- 
tistic label closely resembling free-hand 
lettering. For smaller labels typewriting 
will very nicely. the use capital 
letters more easily read label can 
made. Primer type also produces clear 
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label. Styles lettering which cannot 
purchased may copied from books 
alphabets. When this done the letters 
may cut from colored paper which 
matches that being used for emphasis, 
they may painted with poster paints. 
This not difficult process, but 
time-cosuming one. 


Add something the exhibit 
not strictly necessary teach the lesson. 
Perhaps one would call this item the frills 
the frosting. The colored edge the 
labels; curls serpentine framing myths 
and making them more enchanting than 
ever; small Greenaway figures darting 
bout the stories children’s books long 
ago; the silhouette pirate guarding 
each label explaining Treasure Island; In- 
dian corn, gourds and nuts liven 
those Thanksgiving stories—all these are 
extras but quite drawing card. Observers 
may approach satisfy their curiosity 
show that shadowy effect was achieved 
the leading label, but they will stay 
look and read the rest once their attention 
has been captured. 


Arrange the exhibit conform 
the idea you are trying convey. This 
the most difficult describe, but 
done perfection many advertise- 
ments. Perhaps few examples will serve. 
exhibits sacred pictures Christmas 
Old English lettering used. This type 
lettering conveys dignity which wish 
achieve this time. Should our display 
include scenes Christmas around the 
world, might still use the Old English 
lettering but lighten somewhat 
sprinkling white letters with green and 
red metallic sparkles. The colors use 
can also help carry across idea. dis- 
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play Christmas carols might done 
gold and white with scrolls used for labels. 
Several shades blue might nicely 
when used with pictures ocean life; 
bright colors emphasize peasant art. Labels 
fashioned from red hearts and paper lace 
accompany valentines old and modern. 


Don’t crowd exhibit. might 
follow the example used outstanding 
firms. Exclusive shops have three hats 
window, not twenty-three—three 
tinctive hats, not duplicates each other. 
effective advertisement has large 
mount space unmarred print il- 
lustrations. too exhibit should con- 
tain only few perfect objects. Soiled and 
tattered items must excluded they 
will detract from the general appearance. 


Hide the display. 
Thumbtacks are all very well their 
place; but when they glitter from dozens 
points bulletin board, they are out 
their proper place. Common pins are 
inconspicuous and work just well 
yielding background. possible use 
pins without marring picture. The point 
may inserted the background slant- 
wise—either down depending upon 
whether the top bottom the picture 
being fastened—in such manner 
leave only the head the pin holding 
the picture. Small pieces scotch tape 
rolled into cylinder with the gummy side 
out may attached the back pic- 
tures labels, which may turn then 
attached the background manner 
which seems miraculous. This has the ad- 
vantage being movable and may 
taken off articles when they are out 
use. The tiny map tacks, with heads which 
come variety colors, blend with 
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Individualization The Language 


MILDRED 


Since the purpose the language arts 
the communication ideas, considera- 
tion the possibilities individualized 
teaching intriguing. More than one per- 
son ordinarily involved any communi- 
cation the pupil. writes that someone 
else may read; talks for the benefit 
one more listeners. Even so, there are 
opportunities for individualized instruc- 
tion. This, however, intermingled with 
the instruction groups. 


Individualizing the First Grade 

Let illustrate situations arising 
the early first grade. The pupils the 
entire first grade exchange experiences 
the early morning news period. While 
each child contributes his individual story, 
his audience consists all his class- 
mates who, course, listen individuals 
social situation. Later the day the 
teacher engages small-group instruction. 
The more advanced pupils may sharing 
favorite story reading parts orally 
under the direction pupil chairman. 
The average group may, meanwhile, 
working directly with the teacher she 
cultivates reading readiness. The slow- 
learning pupils the same time are work- 
ing individually selected activities 
easels and tables they use various sup- 
plies from materials table. During the 
day, the first grade teacher will find time 
for individual instruction order care 
for specific speech deficiencies, pair the 
pupils that they may read orally one 
another, and work with individual 
pupils attack some specifically 


needed reading skill. Thus, seen that 
typical first-grade day will include in- 
struction that involves (1) the whole 
group, (2) small groups, and (3) separ- 
ate individuals. 


Spelling 

Let take another illustration from 
the field spelling. group pupils 
given pretest the lesson for the week 
that each individual may discover those 
words which are difficult for him. the 
Kingston schools, most the teaching in- 
volves only small groups pupils divided 
according their achievement level 
shown inventory tests based the 
dopted spelling list. From time time, 
however, the teacher gives instruction 
the entire class show the techniques 
study spelling. Individual help given 
those few pupils who need further as- 
sistance knowing how attack the 
spelling word. 


One the best instances individu- 
alized spelling instruction which the writer 
has observed was the twelve-year-old 
group the Norris, Tennessee, school 
some years ago. The teacher and children 
worked cooperatively list the words that 
they would need spell when carrying 
writing activities connection with vari- 
ous units work. These words were writ- 
ten the board. Each pupil selected from 
this list those words which needed 
Elementary Education, Kingston, 
New York. This article summarizes talk given 


graduate seminar individualized instruc- 
tion, Syracuse University. 
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study. designated period, the entire 
list was dictated the pupils, but each 
child wrote only those words which had 
studied. This proved very efficient 
method individualizing spelling instruc- 
tion. (This teacher later the year sup- 
plemented the class-made list with other 
words from standard spelling scale. 
had become evident that the locally 
planned units work would not provide 
representative word list and thus would 
fail prepare the pupils for independent 
writing the junior high school level.) 


Individualizing Reading 

There follow brief accounts situa- 
tions where individualized teaching the 
language arts occurs. The first these will 
relate reading. Some the individu- 
alized situations are familiar need 
only are mention. For instance, pupil’s 
free reading—particularly library books 
his use self-help materials read- 
individual rate, and his reading person- 
ally selected materials audience 
either for sharing information giving 
pleasure. 


Some years ago the writer developed 
way teaching reading units which 
individualized instruction was made pos- 
sible. She found selections various 
sources that related single center 
interest, for instance, stories the Far 
East. She prepared differentiated assign- 
ment. this, there was minimum assign- 
ment required all the pupils, average 
assignment covered the average 
and more capable pupils, and maximum 
assignment which provided enrichment 
for the advanced pupils. Thus, pupils all 


levels achievement were reading mater- 
ials suited their level and covered only 
much the assignment they were 
capable doing. All were continuously 
work. Provision for individualized instruc- 
tion was made follows: the first and last 
fifteen minutes the reading period were 
given individual and small-group in- 
struction. Thus, pupil who needed help 
devoted all but one fifteen-minute period 
working the assignment. this fif- 
teen-minute period was given help 
the specific skills which was weak. 
After three months, the writer found that 
she had removed completely many minor 
weaknesses and alleviated greatly even the 
most serious difficulties. Any teacher 
fourth grade and above can follow the pro- 
cedure having differentiated assign- 
ment which adjusts the reading program 
various levels achievement and can 
devote part the reading period in- 
dividualized remedial instruction. 


Recently the writer visited schools 
Schenectady where individualized read- 
ing program prevalent. Each teacher has 
materials table, workbench with simple 
tools, easel, and other supplies and 
equipment. Thus, she able give in- 
dividualized reading instruction pupils 
while the remainder the class reads 
silently, prepares selected workbook exer- 
cises, engages various activities which 
are made possible the diversity equip- 
ment. Each teacher has notebook where 
she records the individual pupil’s progress 
and his need for further guidance. 


These illustrations the possibilities 
for individualized instruction reading 
should indicate the possibility caring for 
the needs each pupil his reading. 
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Teachers can easily devise other procedures 
for individualizing instruction. evident 
that diversified materials should pur- 
chased. Readers should purchased 
small sets and individual copies. Then 
each pupil can read abundantly his own 
level, the slower child using simple ma- 
terials while the capable pupil reads widely 
his more advanced level. 


Only minor emphasis will given 
handwriting. Each teacher should have 
handwriting scale which made available 
the pupils. This they should use ana- 
lyze their own handwriting. Then, they 
may practice eliminate the weaknesses 
and defects which they have found. Much 
the instruction manuscript writing 
and handwriting should this in- 
dividual type, especially after the initial 
lessons when pupils are learning elemen- 
tary letter formation. Even class instruc- 
tion, the teacher will need from 
pupil pupil and help him detect the 
specific elements which needs im- 
prove. 


Individualizing English Usage 

Decades ago, Lyman’s In- 
vestigations Language-Composition and 
Grammar made clear that individualized 
instruction correct usage essential 
the errors are eliminated. Lessons 
correct usage are notoriously ineffective— 
probably because the entire class given 
instruction items concerning which 
very few need instruction. The work, 
therefore, poorly motivated and point- 
less. year ago, survey correct usage 
was made the local schools. The teach- 
ers are now giving instruction only 
those items which the pupils actually 
make errors, and only those pupils who 


need instruction any particular usage 
participate the lessons. thus hoped 
that the instruction will pointed, pur- 
poseful, and effective. Some teachers are 
making file instruction materials 
where exercises any particular usage are 
kept together. Thus, pupil enabled 
select from the file those exercises which 
are concerned with the item which 
weak. may also select several exer- 
cises this one type get enough 
practice guarantee mastery. 

The writer has found socialized cor- 
rection effective means eradi- 
cating individual language weaknesses. 
Here compositions are copied the black- 
board with all defects and errors dupli- 
cated. The pupil-author makes what im- 
provements can; his classmates then co- 
operate suggesting other improvements 
while this same pupil-author makes revis- 
ions his original paper. He, thus, 
helped see the exact spots where 
needs make improvement. Usually 
lesson socialized instruction includes 
composition with very few errors. This 
considered first order that the entire 
class may have creditable composition 
practices brought mind. Then, two 
three compositions with typical errors are 
improved. The next day all papers are re- 
turned their writers. Each pupil tries 
make the same type improvements that 
were made the socialized correction les- 
son the previous day. There provided 
check list questions guide this self- 
correction. These questions have been 
based the errors that were located the 
directed socialized correction lesson. 


Several years ago, the writer partici- 
pated nation-wide survey instruc- 
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Dramatic Play 


CLARA 


Dramatic play has been well defined 
“that form childish make-believe that 
centers around social Little 
girls home, they play with their dolls, 
imitate their mothers the care the 
baby. The boy sits the steps the hour 
and imagines that busman, the 
traffic cop that has seen downtown. 
Dramatic play differs from dramatization, 
since the latter follows definite script 
with fixed characters, and there audi- 
ence entertained. The young child 
enjoys dramatic play and indulges 
whenever has mind so. 


dramatic play, young children like 
trains, mothers with babies. Blocks 
often help this play, and toys may also 
aid making more 


Well planned dramatic play serves 
twofold purpose: provides worthy di- 
version and, the same time, develops 
self-expression and knowledge children. 
Such activity necessitates much informal 
conversation, much asking and answering 
questions. may involve discussions, 
story telling, and planning. most certain- 
leads enriched vocabularies and prac- 
tice social conventions. 


Mother Goose lends itself much 
dramatization. In, for example, “Jack 
Nimble” block may represent the candle- 
stick, and jump over the blockcandlestick 
completes the play. “Three Billy Goats,” 
“The Gingerbread Man,” “Three Little 


Kittens,” and “The Little Red Hen” are 
children’s favorites. For these costumes 
are needed. The chairs and tables the 
kindergarten are all that required for 
“The Three table and two chairs 
serve the bridge for “Three Billy 


Children become secure and self-con- 
fident when they take the parts the Billy 
Goats. Many timid children can say with- 
out difficulty what the various characters 
would say; speech helped for nat- 
ural. 


the case older children, spontan- 
eous dialogue gestures may allowed 
dramatization. Preparation for dra- 
matic presentation usually involves these 
steps: group selection suitable story, 
determining the proper scenes, deciding 
scenery and properties, rehearsing pan- 
tomine, trying out for various character 
parts, and, finally, shaping the fluid play 
into definite pattern. 


Our schools today should have many 
more informal dramatic plays with the 
young children, and many more part plays 
with the older children. They are fun and 
they serve great release. 


*Assistant professor education, the Univer- 
sity Nebraska. 

this definition, well helpful details, 
the authors are indebted Courine 


excellent book, Creative Drama the Lower 
School. 


further discussion see Young America 
Play, Clara Evans, University Publishing Co. 
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Children’s Books About Foreign Countries: 


Russia 


ALLIE BETH 


would not exaggeration say 
that single subject which the 
children’s librarian and the teacher must 
select books today there more violent 
disagreement, more confusion, more mis- 
understanding, more heat and less light, 
more need for knowledge than the sub- 
ject Soviet Russia. such import- 
ance that must not avoided, nor 


Children, too, are aware sense the 
import the struggle and tension between 
the United States and Russia from their 
daily papers and the radio, from conversa- 
tions home and school. would 
give these children basic information 
unbiased and truly representative the 
land and the peoples that they might 
learn form their own opinions based 
upon accurate knowledge and understand- 
ing. But today for the country 
Russia very difficult, for the adult field 
information confused and contro- 
versial and, great extent, blacked out, 
that have sure authority there upon 
which base our children’s material. 


We, evaluators for children, must, 
then, attempt our own understanding 
current relationships between the United 
States and Russia and the history and de- 
velopment those relationships. must 
conversant with the controversies and 
try see all sides the questions raised 
that may come children’s books 
aware the problems and the criticisms 


are apt have raised against us, 
matter what paths choose, but steadfast 
our purpose that the fullest and most 
accurate picture possible must available 
for the enlightenment and enrichment 
American children. less would 
rob them their needs for today and 
their preparation for the future. 


The purpose this article discuss 
children’s books Russia which have 
been evaluated the light such study. 
may well pause first, however, 
consider some the major problems in- 
volved and mention some the adult 
books which treat these problems 
some length. 


Stated briefly, the adult issues involved 
are the one hand whether our attitude 
toward Russia should one under- 
standing which seek know more 
about the country, appreciate her prob- 
lems, recognize the good and bad her 
society and try live peace with her 
the same world; or, the other, wheth- 
consider Russia our enemy who op- 
poses all for which stand, one dis- 
trusted and feared, and one whom ex- 
pect meet not too distant war. 


Those opposition Russia feel that 
assistant, Tulsa, Oklahoma Public Li- 
brary, and formerly Assistant the Executive 
Secretary the Arkansas State Library Com- 
mission. This the fourth series chil- 
dren’s books foreign countries under the 
general editorship Helen Sattley. The next 


article will deal with Africa, excluding the 
Egyptian area. 
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were beguiled into false security before 
the last war. alert, watch with 
suspicion any aggressive moves the part 
any other country natural. par- 
ticularly logical when the country bases its 
political and economic ideology upon theo- 
ries which many view not only with dis- 
trust but with fear. 


Fear also seems the dominant 
factor the argument some who pro- 
fess favor better understanding Rus- 
sia. They advance the idea that unless the 
United States and Russia reach agreement 
another war will mean the end civiliza- 
tion. But Vera Micheles Dean indicates 
that not necessary have fear. her 
forthright statement, she says: 

may then come the conclusion 

that great power like the United 

States must not motivated fear 

Russia, but must instead present 

both Russia and the world con- 

structive aid. may also discover 
that great power can afford yield 

small things, while standing firm 

fundamental 

And she gives concrete suggestions regard- 
ing the course which may yet prevent war: 

Greater knowledge Russia 

Greater knowledge our own 

position world affairs 

Recognition basic issues 

Acceptance the fact that takes 

all kinds make world like 

The issues between Russia and other 
countries which there greatest dis- 
agreement and which there seem 
little ground for compromise are those 
rising from our different concepts civil 
liberties. The dictatorial form govern- 
ment, the relations with neighboring 
countries, policy freedom the press, 


Vera Micheles. The United States and 
Harvard University Press, 1948. 284. 
Chapter 12. 
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the charge use enforced labor are 
topics upon which writers and diplomats 
debate with greatest bitterness. 


Because these issues knowledge 
Russian history great importance 
us. Contemporary Russia can not inter- 
preted the light prevailing conditions 
our own country. Russian histories fre- 


-quently recommended give the reader 


overview Russian progress the 
light historic events are those 
and Maurice Hindus’ Green 
presents unforgettable account 
village life Russia before the Revolu- 
tion against which comparisons may 
made. When realize that modern Rus- 
got its start one hundred years late, 
current events take new light. Even 
our Own country, advanced democracy 
many years, the fight for liberty for all 
not yet completely won. 


The writers who have succeeded 
presenting the most sympathetic picture 
Russia are those who have concentrated 
the economic and social progress which 
has been made. The avowed purpose 
equal opportunity for each individual 
achieve the greatest satisfaction life, the 
stress equality race and religion, 
the importance the home and the 
necessity for every child have educa- 
tion and ample provision for his physical 
needs receive most writers’ approbation. 
the means which these are achieved 
that arouse the criticisms. hard un- 
derstand what satisfaction such achieve- 
ments would give freedom within and 
*Pares, Bernard. Russia. Penguin, 1943. 


nal, 1943. 


Maurice. Green Worlds. Doubleday, 
1938. 


204 


without Russia were lost the 
process. 


The adult books the following 
bibliography discuss the problems raised 
herein and this writer’s belief that they 
represent the several points view neces- 
sary for well-rounded picture the re- 
lationships between Russia and the United 
States. 


Some Adult Books Russia 
Carr, Edward Hallet. The Soviet Impact the 
Western World. Macmillan, 1947. 113 
This book seeks not only the merits and 
demerits Soviet achievement but the extent 
its significance for Western civilization. 


Crankshaw, Edward.. Russia and the 

Viking, 1948. 223 

Frank and apparently unbiased account 
Russia. attempt made gloss over the 
evils the Russian way life nor its re- 
sults but the picture presented with genuine 
understanding. The author deplores the vacilat- 
ing attitudes the Western powers for many 
years and calls for more realistic approach. 
Well-written. 


Dean, Vera Micheles. United States and Russia. 
Harvard University Press, 1947. 321 
Mrs. Dean spent the early years her life 

Russia and now one our most authorita- 

tive writers foreign affairs. This book and 
her earlier, Menace Promise?, pre- 
sent hopeful, though not over-optimistic, 
treatment American-Russian relations. She 
explains patiently how and the Russians 


have reached stalemate and how resolve the 
difficulty. 


Johnson, Hewlett, Dean Canterbury. Soviet 
Russia since the War. Boni and Gaer, 1947. 
270 

The Red Dean has visited Russia for ex- 
tended periods and has succeeded gaining 
the confidence the people from Stalin and 
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Molotov, through the press, the individuals 
whose homes has visited, other out- 
sider has done. The spontaneity, gaiety and 
hopefulness the book heart-warming. 


Stern, Bernhard and Smith, Samuel. Under- 
standing the Russians: Study Soviet 
Life and Culture. Barnes, 1947. 246 
This anthology collected materials 

Russia makes excellent starting point for the 

reader with little knowledge the subject. 

The major portion the selections are from 

the Russian publications. Excerpts from Ameri- 

can publications include such authors Sum- 
ner Welles, Richard Lauterbach, Edgar Snow, 
and John Hersey. Soviet principles, the land, 
the government, work the people, science 
and medicine, art, music and literature, social 
life, education, law and justice are presented. 


Children’s Books Russia 

The most important fact about the fol- 
lowing list children’s books Russia 
that contains number good read- 
able stories which will bring delight and 
enjoyment children. There are stories 
here which would worth telling any 
language and about the boys and girls 
any nationality because they are about real 
people who live and breathe and have ad- 
justments make which are understood 
children everywhere. 


Important, but secondary import- 
ance, then, the fact that the books the 
following list give pictures life 
Russia was the past, was dur- 
ing the recent war and, the best our 
knowledge, how some parts the 
country today. While showing human 
characteristics common all, they al- 
show customs, habits, and beliefs which 
have grown out the cultural and geo- 
history the country itself. 
value them for their contribution our 


understanding Russia land and 
nation. 


Adult material Russia today de- 
cidely controversial, writers try make 
clear their own points view. Almost 
surprisingly, children’s books the coun- 
try have escaped, great extent, the 
most controversial issues. several the 
factual books, the differences civil liber- 
ties, freedom speech, press, and as- 
sembly between Russia and our own 
country are clearly brought out, but the 
emphasis, fiction has for the most part, 
been everyday living and experiences, 
and biography great periods his- 
tory. 


The fact that post-war Russia has hard- 
been touched books for children may 
some explanation for this. the eleven 
books history, travel, and biography, 
all but one (and this was revised 1944) 
were written between 1942 and 1947 and 
not one them really treats the post- 
war period. However, two the finest fic- 
tion books have appeared 1948. 
Both translations from the Russian, Skre- 
bitsky’s White Birds Island and Voron- 
Little Girl from the City, the latter 
definitely being post-war background, 
they are children’s stories dealing with nat- 
ural children’s experiences and develop- 
ment. Considering these, would seem 
that writers and publishers are being 
cautious, what they give this per- 
iod uncertainty are books which are 
carefully weighed for their richness 
portrayal and their general information 
rather than the the last analy- 
sis, what better contribution internation- 
understanding could they offer children 
than this? That writers and publishers 
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have been alert the needs well evi- 
denced the books the following list 
the majority which have been published 
since 1940: 
History, Description and Travel, 
Biography 
Acker, Helen. Three Boys Old Russia. Nel- 

son, 1944. (6-9) 

This collective biography the boyhood 
and youth Leo Tolstoy, Maxim Gorky, and 
Feodor Chaliapin worthwhile addition 
the scanty list Russian biography. Through 
their stories see the destitution the peas- 
ants pre-revolutionary days. Well written. 
Format and illustrations good. 


Aleksander, Irina. This Russia. Mackay, 1947. 

(6-9) 

Travel and biography are mingled with his- 
tory which stops abruptly 1941. The reader 
wonders why events date were omitted. The 
author Russian now living the United 
States. The illustrator, Andvei Hudiakoff, also 
Russian, successfully captures the feeling 
the text. Best Russian history for children avail- 
able this time. 


Baker, Nina Brown. Lenin. Vanguard, 1945. 

(7-9) 

useful picture Russia before and during 
the revolutionary period, well sympathet- 
picture Lenin. The book not readable 
other biographies Mrs. Baker, perhaps 
because Lenin was man ideas rather than 
dramatic action. She has had first hand ex- 
perience Russia but her reputation for care- 
ful research and the bibliography give assurance 
authenticity. 


Baker, Nina Brown. Peter the Great. Vanguard, 

1943. (6-9) 

Peter’s romantic character, his hardihood, 
his ruthless flaunting tradition, all make him 
character appealing young people. im- 
portant biography accurately presenting per- 


*Figures parenthesis indicate approximate 
grade levels. 
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iod history which helps understand 
later events. Peter’s admirable characteristics 
are presented but his cruelties and mistakes 
are not overlooked. Bibliography. 


Cohn, Norma. Little People Big Country. 

Oxford, 1945. (2-5) 

collection paintings Russian chil- 
dren. Important because shows their interests 
trains, aeroplanes, animals, etc. similar 
American children’s interests. 


Erskine, Dorothy. Story. Crowell, 1946. 

(6-9) 

Readable account which the author con- 
veys the picture the great variety people 
and life Russia few well related epi- 
sodes. Many charts, maps, and black and white 
drawings natural resources, the land and the 
people are important additions for older readers. 
Contrasts between the United States and Rus- 
sia are well drawn, including differences 
values freedom speech, press and assembly. 


Goetz, Delia. Russia and America; old friends- 
new neighbors. Foreign Policy Association, 
1945. (6-9) 

The author some our finest children’s 
books has written one the most important 
contributions this page pamphlet. 
ing with the period Peter the Great 1682, 
she traces the times history when these two 
countries have touched influenced, been 
friendly distrustful each other their 
foreign policy and relationships, coming down 
the Dumbarton Oaks and San Francisco con- 
ferences. She ends with brief note the 
road ahead, asking, “What for the future?” 
and summing the responsibility nations 
who seek peaceful world. Interestingly written 
and Louis Slobodkin has illustrated attrac- 
tively. 


Ives, Vernon. Russia. (Lands and Peoples 
Series) Holiday, 1943. (5-8) 
Covers great amount territory 
pages. More objective than most other chil- 
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books Russia presenting both fav- 
orable and unfavorable aspects life. One 
the few books the list which mentions 
forced labor. Unfortunate that not longer 
and that has index. 


Nazaroff, Alexander. Land the Russian Peo- 
ple. (Portrait the Nations Series.) Lip- 
pincott, 1944. (6-9) 

Matter-of-fact sympathetic picture Rus- 
sia written native, now American Citi- 
zen. Provides accurate historical background 
and vivid examples the many contrasts with- 
the borders present day Russia. Does not 
overlook the fact that many the accomplish- 
ments have cost countless lives and shows that 
the communist party “does not allow the ex- 
pression views fundamental political and 
economic matters which disapproves.” Ex- 
cellent photographs. Index. 


Stewart, Marguerite Ann. Land the Soviets. 

Webster, 1942. (6-8) 

Well-written pamphlet presenting favor- 
able picture the country. Present day events 
are explained the light history. Excellent 
photographs. 


Strong, Anna Louise. Peoples the USSR. Mac- 

millan, 1944. (6-9) 

The unbounded enthusiasm for her 
subject detracts from the usefulness the book. 
She emphasizes the many achievements post- 
revolutionary Russia but overlooks the human 
misery and hardship which certainly accom- 
panied the development and growth. The book 
would probably not received favorably 
today 1944. Gives excellent picture of. 
the great variety people the Soviets and 
the geographic background. Well illustrated 
with numerous photographs. 


White, William Made the USSR. Knopf, 
1944. (6-9) 
Russia pictured through her arts and crafts. 
Descriptions ikons, leatherwork, silver, rugs, 
painting, music, and the ballet counteract any 
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impression might have the crudity and 
lack culture the country. Author has tried 
seek balance between the old and the new. 
The following chapters have been added the 
present edition which revision the earlier 
Made Russia: Russians and their land, Si- 
berian music, the ballet, tracts and dynamos. 
Other portions have been rewritten. 


Folklore and Legends 
Alexandr. Fairy Pan- 
theon, 1945. (For teachers, librarians, and 

story-tellers 

Collection two hundred forty tales taken 
from the large collection Russian which 
the basis for most the later editions and 
translations. Important source material. Well 
indexed. Contains excellent discussion 
Russian folk literature. 


Artzybasheff, Boris. Seven Simeons. Viking, 

Retelling humorous folk legend. 
king assisted his search for queen 
seven remarkable brothers. Well told and beau- 
tifully illustrated the author with delicate 
line drawings black, green, gold, and red. 
The book truly distinguished. 


Bulatov, Mikhail Aleksendrovich. The 
Geese and Other Russian Fables. Trans- 
atlantic arts, 1944. (4-6) 

Animal stories translated from the Russian 
with the original beautiful illustrations. De- 
lightful humor. unfortunate that the book 
such unsubstantial format. 


Carpenter, Francis. Tales Russian Grand- 
mother. Doubleday, 1933. (4-6) 
Twenty-eight tales told two children 

nobility their peasant nurse. Each tale in- 

troduced some incident ceremony 

Russian life the old order. Illustrated the 

famous Bilibine whose work has become 

cachet the skazka, wonder tale. 

*Out print this time. 
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Carrick, Valery. Picture Tales from the 
Lippincott 1913 (2-4) 


Carrick, Valery. Tales Wise and Foolish 
Animals. Stokes, 1928. (2-4) 


Carrick, Valery. Valery Carrick’s Picture Folk 
Tales. Stokes, 1926. (2-4) 
Humorous picture folk tales which con- 
tinue perennial favorites. 


Dole, Nathan Haskell. White Duckling and 
Other Stories. Crowell, 1913. (4-6) 
These stories originally told the Tsar 

his own children, were commissioned and ap- 

peared birthday books the house- 
hold. They were illustrated Bilibine whose 
work appears many versions the wonder 
tales. The Tsar said have told the stories 
exactly remembered them from his own 


childhood. 


Ershov, Peter. Little Magic Horse. 
1942. (5-8) 
The story the little humpbacked horse 
was written over hundred years ago and be- 
came favorite Russian children. This trans- 


lation rhymed verse delightfully illustrated 
Vera Bock. 


Gottschalk, Fruma. Runaway Soldier and Other 
Tales Old Russia. Knopf, 1946. (3-5) 
collection sixteen tales with gaily 


colored illustrations Simon Lissim. Simply 
told. 


Houghton, Louise. Russian 
Wonder Tales. Scribner, 1906. (4-6) 
Slavonic folk tales told Russian peasant 

her grandson. Introduces familiar characters 

seen tales other lands the East. Many 
animal stories. Undistinguished format. 


Katayev, Valentin. The Magic Flower. Colonial 
House, 1947. (3-4) 
Contemporary fairy tale which tells the 
wishes little girl granted the petals 


magic flower. Poor book from standpoint 
content and format. 
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Leskov, Nikolai. Steel Flea. Harper, 1943. 

(4-7) 

Fanciful account the rivalry between the 
artisans England and Russia the construc- 
tion minute steel flea. Humor will appeal 
the child who likes fantasy. Distinctive for- 
mat. 


Mamin-Siberiak. Tales. Dutton, 

1922. (3-4) 

Collection simple stories which include 
Birthday and number animal tales. 
Large print and easy text. Simple illustrations 
black and white Boris Artzybasheff are 
not typical his later work. 


Papashvily, George and Helen. Yes and 

Stories. Harper, 1946. ages) 

new collection folk tales from Georgia 
which will appeal readers any age for their 
spontaneity, freshness, and humor. Excellent col- 
lection for reading and story telling. The strong, 
simple drawings Simon Lissim are perfect 
complement the text. 


Peter and the Wolf, Serge Prokofieff. Fore- 
word Serge Koussevitzky. Knopf, 1940. 
(Any age) 

How Peter, complete disregard Grand- 
admonitions, and little bird succeeded 
capturing the wicked wolf. exciting, 
rollicking story retold from old folktale 
print with illustrations bold colors. 
Even more enjoyable accompanied the 
recordings which the various 
struments illustrate the characters the story. 


Pogany, Elaine. The Golden Cockerel. Nelson, 

1938. (Any age) 

Retelling Pushkin’s story King Dodon 
and the marvelous golden bird who assisted the 
king overcoming his enemies and gaining 
the hand beautiful queen. The rich illus- 
trations Willy Pogany convey the Oriental 
splendor with just the right touch humor. 
Should used with the music the Cog 
ballet for fullest pleasure. 
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Ransome, Arthur. Old Russian Tales. 

Nelson, 1917. (4-6) 

Stories Old Peter, the woodsman, his 
grandchildren. Based Homely de- 
tails the descriptions peasant life which 
introduce the stories lend pleasant quality. 
The Baba Yaga, familiar witch, good bad, 
frequently found Russian 
makes her appearance here. 


Reyher, Rebecca. Mother the Most Beau- 
tiful Woman the World. Howell, Soskin, 
1945. (2-4) 

simple story, accompanied beautiful 
illustrations Ruth Gannett, have de- 
lightful presentation universal theme, “We 
not love people because they are beautiful, 
but they seem beautiful because love 
them!” 


Tolstoi, Alekii. Tales for Children. 

Dutton, 1947. (4-6) 

Frequent use repetition and accumula- 
tion are found these short humorous stories 
retold for children. Small black and white line 
drawings. 


Wheeler, Post. Russian Wonder Tales, with 
foreword the Skazki. Beechurst, 1946. 
(6-8) 

Wonder tales believed religious 
origin, having come into existence the East 
before the dawn Christianity. The symbolism 
has long since been forgotten, but the stories 
with all their Oriental splendor, violent action, 
richness and brutality live setting 
natural wonderland. The illustrations Bili- 
bine have lost much their beauty because 
blurred detail and faded color this edition. 
New edition Appleton-Century 1912 edition 
with four stories added. 


Zeitlin, Ida. Skazki. Farrar, 1926. (6-8) 
Another collection the wonder tales for 
older boys and girls. Gathered from the Afan- 
and other sources. Four are translations 
the Pushkin poems. Illustrations black and 
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gold and brilliant colors capture the Oriental 
feeling. 


Stories for Older Boys and Girls 
Felson, Gregor. Struggle Our Brother. Dutton, 

1943. (7-9) 

The thrilling adventures Cossack lad 
who joined guerilla band scheduled blow 
the Amsov Dam before was captured 
the Germans. The reader not spared the hor- 
ror war this swiftly moving story which 
vividly depicts the courage the very young 
defending the Russian homeland. Written 
while were war, the book still im- 
portant one serve reminder the cour- 
age with which the Russians fought our allies 
short time ago. 


Gaidar, Arkady. Timur and His Gang. Scribner, 

1943. (4-7) 

Originally published Russia. The story 
how young Timur organized “gang” not 
indulge destructive pranks but help the 
families Red army men. Important for the 
effect which had many Russian young 
people. There little character development 
and the action jumpy and poorly connected. 
may suffer from translation. Important 


example contemporary stories published 
Russia. 


Haskell, Helen. Katrinka. Dutton, 1915. (5-7) 

Russian peasant life before the Revolution. 
Children delight the story little girl 
ten who cares for her brother four when 
their parents are exiled Siberia. Struggling 
against many hardships, Katrinka succeeds 
meeting the Tsar through her dancing the 
ballet school, and securing the release her 
father and mother. Both church and state are 
pictured corrupt and the ignorance and pov- 
erty the people are clearly presented. Fol- 
lowed Peter, Katrinka’s Brother and Katrin- 
Grows Up. 


Kennell, Ruth Epperson. Adventures Russia; 
the Ghost Kirghizia. Messner, 1947. 
(5-7) 
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Exciting adventures boy whose father 
was Cossack but who was, himself, afraid 
horses. Complete with American cowboy 
and even ghost. Excellent for its picture 
Russian life part the Soviet not unlike 
our west. 


Lustig, Sonia. Roses the Winds. Sun dial, 

1926. (6-9) 

This story noble Russian family before 
the Revolution, describes life various parts 
the country where the father was stationed 
army posts. Sentimental, moral story which 
appeals some readers who like stories fam- 
ily life. some historical interest picture 
pre-revolutionary life the nobility. 
Mazer, Sonia. Masha, Little Russian Girl. 

Doubleday, 1932. (5-7) 

Through the kindness the General’s wife 
and the village priest, peasant girl taught 
read and eventually sent the city school. 
The author, who came this country from 
Russia child, has, with the help her 
mother, reconstructed sympathetic picture 
village life when the great changes that were 
come with the Revolution were just being 
whispered about. Important for contrast peas- 
ant and aristocratic homes and life. 

Rudolph, Marguerite. The Great Hope. Day, 

1948. (6-9) 

The parents this Russian Jewish family 
are killed counter-revolutionists during the 
revolutionary years. Eventually, three the six 
children come the The final chapters 
consist letters between the two countries 
which bring out many contrasts and likenesses 
and the great hope each country holds for its 
people. The terror the early days not mini- 
mized and the picture present day Russia 
sympathetic. Pearl Buck, the introduction, 
stresses the importance the book for its pic- 
ture the desire for peace and progress the 
part the people themselves. The author came 
the from Ukrania young girl. Will 
read mostly for information and background 
instead for plot. 
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Skrebitsky, Georgi. White Birds Island. Knopf, 

1948. (4-7) 

The Russian boys this translated story 
seem familiar that they could well Ameri- 
can boys. Vacationing the country, they set 
out explorations which inspire them 
build raft and paddle the island the 
white birds. Here, they find treacherous swamp 
land, but their curiosity leads them and they 
become lost. Their panic, their ingenuity and 
their relief reaching their mother again show 
them real boys. Well written with beauti- 
ful descriptions the wildlife which fascinated 
the boys. Henry Pitz’ illustrations are just 
right. Fortunately, this will read mainly 
good story. 


Voronkova, Little Girl from the City. Little, 

1948. (4-7) 

Translated from the Russian Joseph 
Berger. Valentina had seen her mother and 
father killed German bomb and when 
mother village family far from the battle- 
front took the child her own daughter, 
was hard for Valentina forget city life and 
the family she had lost. Gradually and painfully, 
she assimilated into the new home and village 
life. American girls will love this small dark 
girl and sympathize with her her loneliness. 
Just enough the heartaches war are given 
form background, but mostly, this Valen- 
story personal struggle and develop- 
ment. Ruth Steed catch the vil- 
lage atmosphere. 


Books for Younger Children 


Beim, and Beim, Summer; story 
our Russian friends. Russian war relief, 
1943. (3-5) 

Eleven year old Igor and his friends spent 
summer brigade working collective 
farm during the war, having fun and learning 
that one does not have the battlefront 


Weise. 
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Beim, and Beim, Sasha and the Samovar. 

Harcourt, 1944. (1-3) 

little Russian boy whose father and 
brothers are the war does his part taking 
the samovar the fields refresh the workers. 
Large print, easy reading. Pictures Rafaella 
Busoni. 


Caroll, Evelyn. Dance, Natasha, Dance! Rine- 

hart, 1947. (1-3) 

Story the best dancer Russian village. 
She longs Moscow dance the bal- 
let, but dream which all does not turn out 
well persuades her that fine the best 
dancer one’s own community. Gay illustra- 
tions. 


Charushin, Eugenii. Baby Bears. Macmillan, 

1944. (2-4) 

Charushin, Russian naturalist, tells the 
story hunter who captured two cubs and 
took them home. The troubles which his wife 
had with the cubs make good story for young 
children. true story translated from the Rus- 
sian. 


Kingman, Lee. Houghton, 1945. (2-4) 

excellent picture book describing pres- 
ent day Russia through the eyes little girl 
who cannot decide what she wants when 
she grows up. The pictures Bare 
bold reds and browns add great deal the 
text. 


Rozanov, Sergei. Adventures Misha. Stokes, 

1938. (3-5) 

Realistic story everyday adventure 
little boy who becomes lost and while finding 
his way home learns about trains, telephones, 
street cars, linotype machines and other things 
interest the practical boy girl. Trans- 
lation from the Russian. 


Rudolph, Marguerita. Masha, the Little Goose 
Girl. Macmillan, 1939. (3-5) 
series homelike episodes the life 
eight year old girl, whose one desire 
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grown things. Background rich the 
detail peasant life before the revolution. 
lustrations Emma Brock are perfect com- 
plement the story native Ukrainian now 
living the United States. 


Music and Musicians 
Bergman, Marion. Russian-American Song and 
Dance Book. Barnes, 1947. (Any age) 
These Russian singing games and dances 
have verses both English and Russian. Ex- 
planations, directions and historical background 


are given well simple piano and vocal ar- 
rangements. 


Musorgskii, Boris Godunoff. Adapted 

Robert Lawrence. 1944. (4-9) 

One series dramatic narratives based 
famous operas, illustrated color and 
black and white, accompanied melodies from 
famous themes and arias. The opera based 
episode Russian history 1605. Pre- 
faced brief note about Musorgskii and 
bout the history the opera. 


Purdy, Claire Lee. Stormy victory; The Story 
Messner, 1942. (6-9) 
Readable biography which serves good 

introduction Tchaikovsky. The fictional epi- 

sodes which are included are keeping with 


the spirit the composer’s life. Bibliography, 
list composer’s works, music index and gen- 
eral index make the book useful reference 
tool. Decorations Vera Bock. 


Science 

The following titles Ilin, both translated 
from the Russian, well others the same 
author, are outstanding examples the con- 
tribution Russian author our books 
general information. They emphasize the pres- 
ent day interest practical and scientific sub- 
jects Russia. 


Ilin, 100,000 Whys, Trip Around the 

Room. Lippincott, 1933. (4-6) 

Science for the young easily read ser- 
ies chapters covering the faucet, the stove, 
the cupboard, the kitchen shelf, the china closet 
and the wardrobe. The practical youngster will 
find this concrete account how everyday 
things work his liking. 


Turning Night into Day; the Story 

Lighting. Lippincott, 1936. (4-7) 

History the development lighting from 
the earliest times the neon lights today 
language simple enough for the upper elemen- 
tary grades. Useful connection with science 
classes and any study dealing with everyday 
life earlier times. 


“Faith freedom thought democracy’s 


weapon against those who would destroy it. 
Man’s freedom think essential his sur- 
vival. Free thinking his means 


Free public education our great democratic 
invention insure freedom thought.” 
Darland 


“To Some, Freedom Thought Subversive” 
The Phi Delta Kappan, December, 1948. 
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Introduction 


The preceding chapters have discussed 
readability primarily influenced con- 
tent,—the vocabulary ideas involved. 
Another factor which contributes read- 
ability more typogra- 
phy. This not primarily educational 
problem, but the educator sometimes does 
have latitude furnishing specifications 
the printer. Hence well round out 
the discussion readability noting 
some the common variables typogra- 
phy. 

Methodology 


Photographs eye movements. the 
approach any scientific problem the 
methods used are just important the 
results obtained, because results based 
inadequate faulty methods are meaning- 
less. Rather than describing methodology 
connection with each experiment cited 
below, will well, this point, 
make brief mention the principal tech- 
niques employed evaluating legibility. 
Eye movements play important 
reading and while possible sit op- 
posite reader and look across the top 
the book note how his eyes move, this 
method inadequate for 
poses. better technique projects beam 
light upon the moist surface the eye- 
ball which reflects onto moving pic- 
ture film. the eyeball moves while read- 
ing, the reflected image moves back and 
forth the film. thus possible 
determine where the eye fixates and for 
how long and how rapidly moves. An- 
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other technique attaches small electrodes 
the skin the region the eyeball and 
records electronically the changes volt- 
age produced the eye muscles function. 


Speed reading. Many investigations 
have used speed reading criterion 
for the readability printed material. 
Earlier efforts merely had the person read 
material his “natural rate” and timed 
him with stopwatch. This was none too 
satisfactory because was impossible 
determine how thoroughly read the ma- 
terial. better approach secures some indi- 
cation whether knows what has 
conventionally termed 
“comprehension.” For instance standard 
series short paragraphs has one wrong 
word each and that wrong word 
located near the end the paragraph. The 
reader has through the set rapidly 
possible and mark the wrong words. 
typical paragraph follows: 

“When Bill came downstairs 
breakfast the morning found 
long letter the kitchen table. Be- 
fore did anything else picked 
and ate it.” 

One must read the entire paragraph 

order locate the wrong word 


may noted passing that speed 
reading reflects not merely typography 
but vocabulary level and general difficulty 
the material. Fiction vs. philosophical 
treatise would case point. However, 
should pointed out that experi- 
ments with this technique the matter 
‘Dept. Psychology, Ohio State University. 
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comprehension essentially kept constant. 
Previous research has determined the dif- 
ficulty each paragraph and then two 
“forms” the test are made which are 
equal difficulty. One form then can 
printed all capitals and the other 
small letters and any difference speed 
reading found will reflect primarily the 
difference typography. 


Short exposure. The fact that actual 
reading person normally looks 
given word group words for only 
fraction second suggests technique 
presenting material for extremely brief 
periods. One can look through eyepiece 
controlled camera shutter set at, say, 
tenth second. more refined 
method controls visual adaption pro- 
viding pre-exposure field illuminated 
the same degree the printed material. 
exposure held constant possible 
determine the percent the words that 
can read certain typography. 


Maximum distance. Another proce- 
distance that unrecognizable and 
move toward the reader until can 
just make out. specimen that can 
read distance feet more legible 
than one which has brought 
feet. 

Focal variator. device which has 
been used only few laboratories has 
series lenses moving reciprocally that 
turning crank the printed material 
may thrown and out focus 
ground glass screen without changing the 
size the brightness. 


Blinking rate. There are some indica- 
tions that when reading difficult per- 
son inclined blink more frequently. 
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fairly simple watch reader and 
count the blinks per unit time, perhaps 
using ordinary message counter. Photo- 
graphic techniques are also possible. There 
is, however, some controversy among the 
experts the validity this technique. 


Significance differences scientific 
experiments. many the investigations 
described below the results indicate 
larger proportion people showing one 
trend rather than another larger aver- 
age time required for one kind perform- 
ance than another. such situations 
must very careful drawing conclus- 
ions regarding the existence real dif- 
ferences. The appropriate statistical formu- 
lae are beyond the scope the present 
chapter but will order present 
the basic principles. Suppose are in- 
vestigating the comparative legibility 
the same words when printed small 
letters capitals using the speed 
reading the short standard paragraphs. 
the experiment with one person and 
find that covers more paragraphs when 
they are printed small letters, would 
not warranted assuming that gen- 
eral small letters are more legible because 
the next person that came along might 
produce just the opposite result. take 
fifty people and most them favor the 
small letters, are getting closer the 
truth; use hundred are still more 
certain the results. There presumably 
real relationship which approximate 
running our experiment with limited 
typical the sample people which 
examine. Obviously the more people 
have our sample the more closely 
approach reality. Then the second place 
the people our sample agree with each 
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other pretty well, the results take 
greater significance. almost everybody 
shows the trend favor small letters 
and only extremely small minority 
shows the reverse trend, more prob- 
able that have the real thing. The stat- 
isticians have not-too-involved methods for 
determining the extent which sample 
actually typical what would ob- 
tained with much larger sample for 
determining what called the “signifi- 
cance the What they finally 
come out with index which can 
interpreted something follows: “The 
chances are out 100 that did 
the experiment over again with another 
sample, would still find the trend 
favor the small letters.” When probabi- 
lities like that just stated, are sufficiently 
large, common practice say that the 
difference “significant.” What this 
mounts that when reading scientific 
articles one must, perforce, alert con- 
siderations like the foregoing. technical 
article which does not give some indication 
whether differences are significant 
should regarded with some skepticism. 
the following discussion when conclus- 
ions are drawn the basis differerrces, 


some indication their significance will 
included. 


Type Face (Style) 


The type founders have devised great 
variety type faces styles families. 
These are designated trade names such 
Cheltenham, Bodoni, Caslon, and few 
examples follow: 


point Cheltenham bold 
point Bodoni bold 


point Caslon bold 
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Close examination will indicate minor dif- 
ferences serifs heaviness the 
strokes. Bondoni, for example, has some 
lines that are comparatively very light. 


The results investigations the ef- 
fect such variables legibility appear 
depend the methodological ap- 
proach. the one hand experiments with 
the maximum distance technique brought 
out the general principle that the most 
legible letters are those which have fairly 
heavy strokes and uniformly heavy strokes. 
For instance, take the capital letter 
type face which has heavy diagonal 
stroke and two light vertical strokes. 
When this seen distance all the 
reader gets the diagonal. This might 
without the additional light strokes which 
that moment are imperceptible one can- 
not judge correctly. investigation 
legibility highway signs indicated that 
the best width the stroke was about 
per cent the height the letter. 


the other hand investigations using 
the speed reading technique (short par- 
agraphs) tended minimize differences 
like the foregoing. Comparing one style 
(Scotch Roman) standard with half 
dozen others the differences were the 
order two three per cent and little 
significance statistically. everyday read- 
ing one does not look every letter the 
word but gets the general shape the 
word and certain cues and landmarks and 
infers the rest. Evidently the variations 
type face not greatly influence this pro- 
cess. However, both methods show un- 
favorable results with ornate typography 
like Old English Cloister Black. Here 
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the letters are unusual and confused 
curlicues that the reader cannot depend 
the usual shape the word familiar 
landmarks. 

Thus the influence type face 
readability depends largely the condi- 
tions under which the reading takes place. 
From the standpoint reading speed there 
very great difference between many 
the type faces that are common use 
and when concern with mater- 
ial near the threshold visibility that this 
variable becomes very important. The 
schoolroom involves the former condition. 
might mentioned, however, that 
arrangement which combines several type 
faces single page difficulty does some- 
times arise. This more apt occur 
advertisements than educational mater- 
ial. one instance speed reading tests 
showed that mixed type faces (with also 
some mixture sizes) produced per 
cent loss efficiency that was clearly sig- 
nificant. 


Capital vs. Small 


There are occasions when material 
printed all capitals, usually for em- 
phasis. When experimenting this prob- 
lem, advisable use capitals and 
small letters all the same “point,” for 
example both them the size they 
would appear ordinary printed 
page.* Here again the results vary some- 
what with the experimental technique and 
makes difference whether are deal- 
ing with isolated letters with words. 
With isolated letters and the maximum 
distance method the results are consistently 


*Typographers figure approximately points 
inch, that point type would set 
lines inch and point type would set 
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favor the capitals for the obvious 
reason that many them actually are 
larger than the corresponding small letters. 
When using words however instead 
single letters and short exposure method 
typical group persons read per cent 
the words that were printed capitals 
and per cent those that were small 
letters. Again, the speed reading techni- 
que yielded result favor the small 
letters approximately per cent. All 
the foregoing differences were large en- 
ough statistically significant and thus 
represent real trends. When eye move- 
ments were photographed during reading, 
all-cap material required the average 
per cent more fixations and the readers 
took about per cent fewer words per 
fixation. All this suggests then the supe- 
riority under ordinary reading conditions 
material printed small letters. The 
possibly increased emphasis tendency 
attract attention that might with capital 
letters certain situations such adver- 
tising apparently offset ordinary read- 
ing the inability use the cues and 
landmarks which ordinarily read 
material without having devote our at- 
tention every single letter. 


Line 


Experiments the speed reading 
technique indicate the 
length the line. wi!l most conven- 
ient discuss length line terms 
millimeters order avoid confusing 
fractions inch. There are approxi- 
mately millimeters inch. With 
ten point type one form the reading 
test was lines millimeters length, 
while line length the other form ranged 
from 152 millimeters. the ex- 
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tremes just mentioned the loss reading 
speed was per cent and statstically 
significant. With line length closer the 
standard the differences were not great 
although the millimeter was consistent- 
the best. Similar results were found 
when photographing the eye movements. 
Thirty-eight millimeters comparison 
with millimeters required per cent 
more fixations; the reader took per 
cent fewer words per fixation, spent per 
cent more time each pause and the “per- 
ception time” was increased per cent. 
Similarly, 180 millimeters comparison 
with required per cent more pauses; 
secured per cent fewer words per pause; 
the pauses were per cent longer and the 
perception time was increased per cent. 
Thus with point type the optimal 
length the line somewhere around 
millimeters. The experimeters this par- 
ticular case suggest between and 
range within which conditions are 
reasonably favorable. 


Further question arises the optimal 
size type with reference the length 
line. The foregoing experiment was con- 
fined point. further experiménts 
with the speed reading technique the 
millimeter point was taken the 
standard and the other form the test was 
set line-for-line different sizes type, 
that with the same words each line. 
Thus, larger type would yield longer line. 
The test ranged from millimeters 
point 115 millimeter point. Here 
again the millimeter point proved 
most effective. The outside figures 
just mentioned were respectively per 
cent and per cent slower than the stand- 
ard and the differences were all significant. 


check one other aspect further experi- 
ment kept the length the line constant 
millimeters but changed the size 
the type that was 10, 14. The 
point was superior each the 
others. Differences were per cent 
and significant. 


What this all adds that line 
moderate length somewhere the 
vicinity millimeters the most fav- 
orable from the standpoint legibility. 
Several explanations have been suggested 
account for the difficulty with the long 
line. One the tendency for the reader 
get lost when his eyes come back the be- 
ginning the next line. Photographs 
the eye movements actually show some 
fumbling the beginning long lines. 
Furthermore, when reading one line per- 
son gets some the content the follow- 
ing line the margin his attention and 
these premonitions meaning are helpful 
when comes the following line. 
the lines are too long the premonitions ob- 
tained this way are too remote from the 
present 


Space Between Lines 

type set solid, that with the 
bases which the type cast placed di- 
rectly contact with each other, the 
printed lines may bit too close to- 
gether for effective reading. The descend- 
ers one line interfere with the ascenders 
the following line. Consequently 
common practice set little 
tween the lines. This lead gauged 
points where 1/72 inch one point. 


extensive reference summarizing much 
the experimental material noted thus far and 
also other experiments, see Paterson, G., and 
Tinker, How Make Type Readable. 
New York: Harpers, 1940, 209 pp. 
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The experimental technique most fre- 
quently used this connection speed 
reading. necessary relate amount 
lead other factors such length line 
size type and the procedure becomes 
complicated. will helpful, however, 
cite enough data indicate that con- 
ditions which are apt encountered 
ordinary books and magazines the addition 
little lead does help. For instance, 
with point type and lines milli- 
meters length the addition one point 
lead made insignificant change the 
speed reading, but two points caused 
bout per cent improvement which was 
clearly significant from statistical stand- 
point. Four point was only per cent su- 
perior the solid type. Apparently, was 
not necessary that far and the use 
unnecessary lead wastes paper and in- 
creases cost. way contrast, with 
point type and somewhat longer line the 
leading was not particularly advantageous. 
the other direction, with point type 
one two points lead was distinctly 
help. 


The importance lead was demon- 
strated quite conclusively the revision 
telephone directory. When such director- 
ies become unwieldy the city grows, the 
necessity arises getting more names 
page. one instance experiment was 
conducted setting typical directory 
pages different typographical arrange- 
ments and having persons look desig- 
nated telephone numbers rapidly pos- 
sible. The arrangement finally adopted 
result involved smaller.type but with 
point lead between the lines. There were 
per cent more names the page and 
legibility increased per cent. Obviously 


the space between the lines more than off- 
set the decrease the size the type. 


difficult generalize this mat- 
ter leading because complicated 
size type and length line. There are 
indications that with the smaller type sizes 
leading definitely help. There are 
vailable specifications limits within 
which safe operate with reference 
these three aspects typography. One 
who concerned with the more detailed 
specification format would well 
consult some such 


Spatial Arrangement Page 


Margins. seldom that every square 
inch the page used for type but 
moot question what percentage the 
area should devoted margins. Cur- 
rent practice around per cent. Con- 
ceivably may wasting good bit 
paper this manner. The speed reading 
method was used with material printed 
sheet with margins with milli- 
meter margin. The difference speed was 
less than per cent and was not statistical- 
significant. sure the experiment 
was conducted with single flat sheets and 
there might different problem 
magazine which was bound that the 
pages did not lie out flat. Presumably 
would advisable have enough margin 
allow for the curvature the paper al- 
though experiments have not been made 
this particular point. There also 
possibility distraction from things be- 
yond the margin. One straw the wind 
investigation space between columns. 
Material was printed two columns with 
about millimeter millimeters be- 


tween them. This difference space be- 
*See Paterson and Tinker, op. cit. 80. 
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tween the columns made difference 
speed reading. The reader does not get 
outside his column very much—at least 
when the possible distraction merely 
some more printing. might differ- 
ent story the adjacent page carried in- 


teresting picture colored display 


something that had high attention value. 
doubtful, however, any reasonably 
sized margin would take care such 
factor this. The problem would lo- 
cate the printed material where the other 
distracting material with high attention 
value was not adjacent. 


Two column arrangement. was 
noted above that the reader handicapped 
the printed line too long that 
gets lost finding the beginning the 
following line and unable capitalize 
the premonitions meaning sub- 
sequent lines. The obvious remedy the 
page too wide for effective reading 
set the material columns. 


Space between columns. material 
possible leave considerable 
tween the columns put rule, that 
straight vertical line, any combina- 
tion rule and space. experiment var- 
ied the conditions from rule with 
space millimeters space. The re- 
sults were entirely negative far speed 
reading was concerned. Hence one 
puts single rule between the columns 


unnecessary bother with any space 
all. 


Paragraph arrangement. Breaking ma- 
terial into paragraphs promotes legibility. 
The speed reading test cited above in- 
volved some short paragraphs, each 
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composed about words. These para- 
graphs were printed with the usual in- 
dentation. way variation, however, 
five paragraphs were thrown into one 
that only every fifth one was indented. 
Under these circumstances legibility, was 
less efficient about per cent. Presum- 
ably the paragraphs corresponded some- 
what “thought units” and when the ar- 
rangement was changed the transitions 
were less obvious and the reader had more 
difficulty. 
Color 

occasion desirable use color 
connection with printed material gen- 
erally for the purpose attracting the 
readers’ attention. common instance 
ordinary black typography tinted 
colored paper stock. Sometimes find 
colored letters, perhaps colored back- 
ground. There have been numerous experi- 
ments with variations color type and 
background but the principles involved 
seem pretty clear. all comes down 
matter brightness contrast between the 
letter and the background. does not 
make much difference whether 
red letter blue ground blue letter 
red ground but one light and one 
dark that the principal consideration 
from the standpoint legibility. Similar- 
ly, black letters are used colored 
paper, the paper should rather light 
tint order provide adequate contrast. 
Apparently “pure” white not mandatory. 


Printing Stock 

related problem deals with the sur- 
face the paper which the material 
printed. glossy paper makes possible 
the half-tone process. However, there 
the possibility that the glossy paper will 
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produce glare and reduce legbility. Speed 
reading tests were made with the 
printed material glossy white, dull 
coated white, antique white. The results 
showed difference the speed read- 
ing. Presumably the glare noticeable 
the reader changes the position the page 
minimize reflection. 


Illumination 

While not strictly problem typo- 
graphy, should pointed out passing 
that the illumination the printed page 
affects the legibility. One variable the 
intensity, which can changed 
simple expedient putting lamp 
different wattage. Experiments the 
relation between intensity illumination 
and effectiveness vision show consist- 
ent trend with number methodologies. 
very low intensities found that 
comparatively small increase produces 
marked increase efficiency vision, but 
higher levels increase intensity pro- 
duces less increase efficiency and finally 
point reached where additional intensi- 
reading other visual task. The signific- 
ant problem determine the point be- 
yond which additional intensity illumi- 
nation unnecessary and waste pow- 
er. Specifications have been published 
the minimum intensity recommended 
for various visual tasks including reading. 
One gets the impression from reading 
these various specifications codes that 
much depends who making the rec- 
ommendation. Persons who have some 
connection with industries that might 
interested selling electric power 
equipment appear give higher estimates 
than scientists who have studied the mat- 
ter with purely esoteric interest. One the 
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former, for example, recommends foot- 
candles for reading newspaper whereas 
one the latter states that can read 
comfortably foot candles but play 
safe recommends entirely ade- 
quate. The point that high intensities 
illumination are not necessary for ordinary 
reading although there point below 
which one handicapped. 


Another variable the distribution 
illumination. direct system the fix- 
tures are located that practically all the 
light comes directly from the source the 
work whereas indirect system, the 
lamp above opaque bowl with 
glazed interior and all the light reflected 
from the walls and ceiling down the 
book. Numerous gradations between these 
extremes are possible. Experiments upon 
visual acuity influenced this type 
thing have yielded, the whole, negative 
results. Differences visual performance 
not over per cent were found with 
wide range installations. However, 
there problem ocular fatigue. 


Experiments indicate that prolonged 
reading under direct installation much 
more fatiguing than under indirect. The 
fatigue actually located the muscle 
which focuses the lens the eye. What 
actually happens that when there are 
bright sources visible the periphery 
the visual field the reader tends fixate 
them and focus them and then his at- 
tention comes back the book and then 
back the source light. This pulling 
and hauling the ciliary muscle which 
focuses the eye results fatigue. There 
may some too the muscles which 
turn the eyeball. can minimized 
using installation such that the reader 
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not stimulated much these periph- 
eral sources. indirect lighting system, 
course, eliminates them. other sys- 
tems the fixtures are behind him 
one side, the effect will less pronounced. 
Local lighting such drop light can 
used produce adequate intensity the 
work while the general illumination the 
room can much lower level and ar- 
ranged minimize the ptripheral sources. 


The foregoing discussion, indicated 
earlier, has dealt primarily with typogra- 
phy from the standpoint 
None the experiments, the writer’s 
knowledge, have related typography uni- 
quely reading comprehension. The 
scientist inclined take one variable 
time and actual ability make out the 
material has been the most obvious vari- 
able investigate. The widely used speed 
reading technique which the reader 
has discover the wrong word each 
paragraph obviously involves some com- 
prehension but that rendered essentially 
constant devising forms equal dif- 
ficulty. probable that typography’s 
greatest effect relates those reading 
habits noting few characteristic letters 
landmarks word and inferring the 
rest from those cues. 


Summary 


Readability may evaluated pho- 
tographing eye movements, speed 
reading tests, flashing material 
exposure apparatus, determining the 
maximum distance which thing can 
read, using device which throws 
and out focus and possibly rate 
blinking. With reference type face 
style, develops that when the conditions 
reading are difficult as, for example, 
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with distant sign, the width the strokes 
and the uniformity such width im- 
portant. For ordinary reading with the type 
faces common use the effect not 
pronounced except the case extreme 
ornate styles. 


Material set small letters consist- 
ently more legible than the same material 
set capitals largely because the fact 
that rely the shape the word 
rather than attending every individual 
letter, and words small letters have 
more characteristic shapes. Lines moder- 
ate length, somewhere the vicinity 
millimeters, appear most legible with 
the sizes type common use. the line 
too long, the reader gets lost return- 
ing the next line and unable utilize 
the premonitions meaning which 
gets the margin his attention because 
the context two adjacent lines too dis- 
similar. little space between the lines 
produced leading often helpful, es- 
pecially with smaller sizes type. Mar- 
gins are often larger than necessary for 
good legibility, although the page 
somewhat curved certain magazines, 
the margin necessary keep the printed 
material from being obscured the ad- 
jacent page. the page unduly wide, 
advisable set the material two 
columns. that case single rule between 
the columns appears adequate without any 
further space. The usual arrangement 
indented paragraphs promotes legibility. 


When using colored letters colored 
paper both, the important consideration 
the contrast brightness between the 
letters and the ground. There little dif- 
ference readability when using glossy 
paper versus unfinished paper. The 
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reader evidently adapts himself any pos- 
sible reflections from the glossy surface. 
When planning illumination under which 
void bright sources the periphery the 
visual field which will stimulate the read- 
focus them with resulting fatigu- 
ing conflict the eye muscles. 
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stroke the legibility letters. Pro- 
ceedings lowa Academy Science, 
1941, 48, 319-324. 


the tremendous increase the enrollment 
our elementary schools the next few years. 
cannot repeat too strongly desire for 
prompt Federal financial aid the States 
help them operate and maintain their school 
systems. 


President Truman’s State the Union Message. 
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Radio and Television 


The 1949 Institute for Education Radio 
held Ohio State University, Columbus, 
Ohio, will open Thursday, May and close 
Sunday, May Dr. Keith Tyler, Institute 
director and Coordinator Radio Activities 
Ohio State University, reported the major de- 
cisions the national advisory committee for 
the institute connection with the coming 
meeting. Television will have larger share 
this year’s Institute. There will smaller 
number special interest groups and clinics. 
make possible attend more interest 
groups and clinics and reduce conflicts in- 
terests, two meeting periods will scheduled 
each two afternoons rather than one. The 
Institute dinner will take place the afternoon 
the final day the meeting. 


For television viewers the East and Mid- 
west, the problem keeping the youngsters 
amused while serving that leisurely Sunday 
night supper longer exists. The solution 
probably will extend the neighbors’ children, 
too, for there certain collection 
small fry around the screens when ABC 
presents its two solid hours children’s enter- 
tainment every Sunday afternoon from 4:00 
6:00 m., CST. 


The show opens under the big top 
when Super Circus beamed from 
its Chicago origination the East—and for the 
next hour steady procession tanbark 
favorites: clowns, tight-rope artists, aerialists, 
performing animals, peanuts, popcorn, and 
lively circus band. Chicago youngsters lucky 
enough visit the telecast the studios 
WENR-TV are brought onstage participate 
some the acts. Kids New York, Phil- 
adelphia, Baltimore, any other the cities 
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web get vicarious kick out this 
part the show. 


soon the exit march fades out the 
close Super Circus, ABC flashes the screen 
another top program for youngsters, Cartoon 
Teletales, from 5:00 5:30 This time 
the electrons jump the other way—from East 
West. Cartoon Teletales originates the 
studios WJZ-TV New York. This brings 
Chuck and Jack Luchsinger the drawing 
boards for brisk half-hour fun and stories 
and drawing lessons, with attractive prizes for 
children who send the best crayon and pen- 
cil jobs. 

top off the two-hour children’s period, 
ABC presents Ireene Wicker, the celebrated 
Singing Lady radio and television, with her 
stories and the famous Suzari Mar- 


ionettes. 6:00 the grown-ups take charge 
the video set. 


Television natural color for the teaching 
surgery and medicine medical students 
will have pioneering demonstration the an- 
nual meeting the American Medical Associa- 
tion Atlantic City June, under arrange- 
ments concluded Smith, Kline French 
Laboratories, Philadelphia Pharmaceutical house, 
and the University Pennsylvania, was an- 
nounced. This revolutionary method teach- 
ing will enable large groups medical students 
study close full color detail surgical 
techniques and medical procedures which now 
can viewed only few time. Con- 
tinuously, for four days the AMA Conven- 
tion, actual surgery and diagnostic and other 
medical procedures will televised natural 


‘Miss Novotny principal the Oriole Park 
Elementary School Chicago, and member 
the Council’s Committee Radio. 
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color while being performed the faculty 
the Medical School the University Pen- 
nsylvania and the staff the Atlantic City 
Hospital. The CBS color television picture will 
picked the Atlantic City Hospital and 
beamed closed circuit directly Conven- 
tion Hall for the benefit the 12,000 physi- 
cians expected attend the convention. 


Films 

The Films scholarship board, headed 
Floyde Brooker, Chief, Visual Aids Edu- 
cation, Office Education, and composed 
five other distinguished educators whose 
special field audio-visual education, has se- 
lected fifteen universities the United States 
the recipients the 1949 Encyclopaedia 
Britannica Films tuition scholarship awards for 
summer study audio-visual education. 


Universities which were chosen from nearly 
forty which had applied for consideration for 
the 1949 awards are: 


Florida State University 
Tallahassee, Florida 
Hampton Institute 
Hampton, Virginia 
Kent State University 
Kent, Ohio 
Notre Dame University 
Notre Dame, Indiana 
Occidental College 
Los Angeles, California 
Oklahoma and College 
Stillwater, Oklahoma 
State College Washington 
Pullman, Washington 
Teachers College, Columbia University 
New York, New York 
University Chicago 
Chicago, 
University lowa 
Iowa City, lowa 


University Minnesota 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 
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University Mississippi 
University, Mississippi 
University Nebraska 
Lincoln, Nebraska 
University Utah 
Salt Lake City, Utah 
Wayne University 
Detroit, Michigan 


All the universities chosen the board 
have outstanding audio-visual programs and 
will offer full time courses audio-visual in- 
struction for the scholars who are appointed for 
the tuition grants, Booker said. The winning 
institutions will turn name the scholars for 
this summer’s study. The sole requirement for 
Films scholars that they teachers 
school administrators who have special re- 
sponsibility for audio-visual instruction part 
their school duties. The fifteen universities 
will receive applications for the awards until 
May 1949, when they will select the winners. 


The number scholarships granted 
each university vary eleven. “One the 
urgent needs our time the training peo- 
ple the use pictorial means communica- 
tion,” Booker said, “to the end that the same 
power which makes comic book and the 
theatrical motion picture effective can ap- 
plied the problem education. These 
scholarships are step that direction.” 


Six new educational motion pictures have 
been released for use schools throughout the 
world Encyclopaedia Britannica Films, 1150 
Wilmette Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois. Each film 
mm. and one reel long. 


Spanish Children, new the Films ser- 
ies motion pictures “Children Many 
Lands,” shows typical rural Spanish family 
Southern Spain, and portrays their clothes, 
food and way life film designed basically 
for primary and middle grade children. 


Iberian Peninsula, another survey import- 
ant regions and areas the world, gives 
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overview the land and people Spain and 
Portugal, showing the topography, resources, in- 
dustries and economic and social conditions 
the peninsula. 


Australia provides another survey the 
land and people the continent “down under,” 
showing how climate, winds, and rainfall have 
affected its population and way life, and de- 
scribing the urban, rural and “bush” lands 
that country. 


English Children, newest release the 
“Children Many Lands” series, depicts the 
typical life English family the 
city York, stressing daily activities the 
children modern school, the playground, 
cricket match, and grocery store. 


Ants, film for the science and biology 
areas the curriculum, shows extreme close- 
photography the varied activities the four 
types ants—mound builders, black ants, 
household and carpenter ants, well the life 
cycle the carpenter ant. 

The Zoo, produced full color, designed 
basically for primary grade studies. This film 
shows closeup studies the many animals 
which live the barless replicas their na- 
tive habitats the Brookfield Zoo. 


According the February News Letter, the 
Pennsylvania State College has available ‘six 
Graduate Research Fellowships the field 


motion picture research. The stipends 


from $1,000 $2,400. Individuals ready 
undertake reasearch for the Ph. thesis psy- 
chology and education related fields prob- 
lems instructional motion picture production 
and utilization, problems perception, learn- 
ing, and attitudes involving the use films, 
are invited apply. expected that fellows 


will undertake and complete research require- 
ments for the Ph. Ed. theses during the 


period one year covered the fellowship 
award. Interested individuals who already hold 
the doctor’s degree are also invited apply. 
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Write the Instructional Film Research Pro- 
ject, Dr. Carpenter, Director, State Col- 


lege, Pennsylvania. 


Filmstrips 
unique series nine filmstrips var- 
ious phases child discipline classroom and 
playground now available through Simmel- 
Meservey, Beverly Hills, California. All 
strips were pre-tested with school children and 
supervisors before release. 


What Would You Do? (26 frames) shows 
two children who things together, but re- 
act differently. attempt made show that 
one child more the right than the other, 
solutions being left for discussion. Other titles 
which present similar problem situations are: 
The New Book, Working Together, The Slide, 
The Field Trip, Jimmy Listen, School- 
ground Discoverer, Share the Ball, and Share 
the Sandpile. 


Six new filmstrips transportation meth- 
ods for social studies classes are now available 
from the Audio-Visual Division Popular 
Science Publishing Company, 353 Fourth Ave- 
nue, New York City 10. The six, comprising 
unified story transportation’s history and 
present-day developments, are grouped under 
the title, “Transportation around the World.” 


They are black and white and average fifty 
frames each. 


the “Transportation 


“Engines, Rails, and Roads” 
Around the World” series filmstrips, latest release 
the Popular Science Publishing Co., Audio-Visual Di- 
vision, 353 Fourth Avenue, New York 10, Y., con- 
tains many dramatic photos like this one. 
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This frame from Rails, and Roads” the 


“Transportation Around the World” series 
strips, latest release the Popular Science Publishing 
Co., Audio-Visual Division, 353 Fourth Avenue, New 
York 10, shows the development the auto- 
mobile from its beginnings today. 


Each the six takes special section 
the general theme transportation. Wheels, 
Animals, and Men shows the origin and devel- 
opment the wheel and tells how “muscle- 
power” did the work primitive transporta- 
tion. Engines, Rails and Roads covers the de- 
velopment trolley cars, railroad trains, auto- 
mobiles, etc. Steam, Sail, and Muscle describes 
the development water transportation from 
primitive rafts ocean liners. Water Travel 
Today shows the fascinating variety different 
boats, primitive and modern, use all over the 
world. Conquering the Airways up-to-date 
account aerial pioneering and development. 
Safety Transportation carries important 
safety message for pupils and for everyone. 


cast elementary-age actors was used, 
and the filmstrips were handled provoca- 
tive question-and-answer technique stimu- 
late pupil participation. The entire series, con- 


sisting all six filmstrips leatherette book- 
style box $19.50. teaching guide, with re- 
productions every frame that the teacher 


need not scan the filmstrips, included free. 


Recordings 
Last month, this column presented informa- 
tion concerning Columbia’s new long-playing 
record which operates speed thirty- 
three and third revolutions per minute 
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gainst the standard seventy-eight turns per min- 
ute the old disk. RCA Victor entering the 
market this spring with record that will re- 
volve forty-five revolutions per minute. This 
disk will six and seven-eighths inches di- 
ameter, made vinylite, and will reproduce 
sound more faithfully than the present shellac 
specimens. This record will require still another 
piece equipment, additional turntable 
and tone arm that can attached standard 
phonograph equipment. 


The RCA record not long-playing the 
same sense Although the small, 
light disk can hold approximately five minutes 
material, planned press about four 
minutes music each record. RCA, are 
told, feels that the last section record 
subject distorition and wants eliminate 
even this trifle inexact reproduction. RCA 
has developed special turntable with ef- 
ficient drop mechanism for the speedy chang- 
ing records which requires more than 
three-second interval between the end one 
record and the beginning the next. Thus they 
feel that the pause between music short 
that noticeable. Because approxi- 
mately per cent the company’s business 
the popular field, RCA felt that wished 
produce something that would equally popu- 
lar purchasers serious and popular music, 
where there need for record that plays 
for longer period time. 


The New York Times states that record pur- 
chasers divide themselves into three general 
groups with many variations within each: one 
group contends that judgment should with- 
held until appears the market; another 
condemns Victor for adopting different stand- 
ard record-revolving speed and different 
turn-table style; and third group insists will 
sit out this industry conflict until uniform 
standards are adopted. 


the meantime, Columbia Records has al- 
ready announced the release the following 


than biles have 
been improved 
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children’s records the long playing micro- 
groove records which may purchased from 
your local Columbia dealer. does not have 
them stock, may order them from his dis- 
tributor. 


Allen, David (Narrator) 


Gingerbread Boy, The 8003 
Goldilocks and the Three Bears...... 8003 
Kankie and the Concertina.......... 8004 
Little Red Riding Hood 8006 


Come the Circus (Lyrics Jack Lawrence 
and Irving Drutman—Music Jack Lawrence, 
arr. and conducted Philip Lang). Jack Lawr- 
ence with male quartet and orchestra. Pancho 
Goes Fiesta (Music George Kleinsinger; 
Story Paul Tripp; Lyrics Beatrice Gold- 
smith) Songs and Narration Arno Tanney 


Eager Piano, The (Written and directed 
Michael Morris) John Larkin (narrator) with 
supporting cast, Frank Glazer (piano) Many 


Moons (Thurber—Shulman) (Adapted Vir- 
ginia Harden) John Lansing (narrator) with 


supporting cast and orchestra conducted 


Gingerbread Boy, The. Goldilocks and the 
Three Bears (Adapted Nancy Sokoloff) 
(Original music composed and conducted 
Curtis Biever) David Allen (narrator) 8003 
Kelly, Gene (Narrator) Nursery Songs 8001 


Lansing, John 


Larkin, John (Narrator) 

Little Black Sambo (adapted 


Nursery Songs (Jack and Jill; London Bridge; 
Three Little Kittens; Alphabet Song; Sing 
Song Sixpense; Mary Had Little Lamb; 


Little Boy Blue; Pop! Goes the Weasel; Farmer 
the Dell; Ten Little Indians; See Saw Mar- 
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gery Daw; Billy Boy; Little Bo-Peep; Hickory 
Dickory Dock; Pussy Cat; Mulberry Bush. Gene 


The Cuckoo Who Lived Clock (one record 
album) Children’s Set MJV-50. Ray Carter 
and Orchestra. Gene Kelly with Orchestra. Bird 
Imitations Donald Bain. This charming ten- 
inch single tells the story venturesome 
cuckoo who left the safety his clock for the 
wide world. has some adventures and meets 
there many live birds, whose calls are authenti- 
cally imitated the record. Finally returns 
the orderliness and calm his home, con- 
tent with making his vocal appearance every 
quarter hour. Gene Kelly gives the gay little 
story color and drama, and sings the songs 
the adventurous cuckoo fashion charm his 
child listeners. 


Linguaphone Institute, RCA Building, 
New York City 20, presents wide selection 
recorded readings outstanding merit Eng- 
lish speech. One may easily select the equivalent 
rounded course English for private study, 
self-improvement and enjoyment. 


The Sounds English, American Speech, 
Cabell Greet. This record authori- 
tative guide correct American English. 
gives spoken examples the proper pronuncia- 
tion vowels and diphthongs American 
speech. One double-faced 10” record, text. $3.00. 


Cardinal Vowels, Daniel Jones, Professor 
Phonetics, University London. Eight cardi- 
nal vowels chosen scientific basis give 
the student precise mental picture their 
correct sound and quality. One double-faced 10” 
record, brochure. $3.00. 


English for Foreigners (American Conver- 
sational Course) Cabell Greet, Ph. D., 
Associate Professor English, Barnard Col- 
lege. Columbia University. This course was 
made distinguished group American 
professors English and leading speech ex- 
perts. designed specifically remove the 
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difficulties often met those whose mother 
other than English. Through interest- 
ing, everyday conversation the student gains 
ready use English spoken the United 
States. The emphasis correct pronuncia- 
tion, free foreignisms. The course avail- 
able with text for Spanish, Portuguese, Ger- 
man French speaking students. ordering, 
you are requested state the language spoken 
the student. Sixteen double-faced 10” records 
with text books, carrying case. $50.00. 


The Pronunciphone Course Standard 
American Pronunciation) Professor Ray 
Skinner. This authoritative guide the 
correct pronunciation almost 2,000 words 
and phrases that are usually troublesome. 
only does the student hear the words and for- 
eign phrases correctly pronounced, but al- 
gets definition each one the text. 
Seven double-faced 10” records, album and 
textbook. $9.50. 

English Travel Course Lloyd James, 
This course takes the listener through all 
the sights London, South England, Canter- 
bury, Cambridge, country, the 
Lake district, Wales, Isle Man, Scotland, and 
Ireland. Fifteen double-faced 10” records with 
text and carrying case. $50.00 


Equipment 

Schools interested the purchase wire 
tape recording equipment will find the Feb- 
ruary, 1949, issue Reports particu- 
larly helpful. Nine recorders—three tape and six 
wire— all priced under $250.00 are carefully 
analyzed. Comment the equipment session 
held last fall the School Broadcast Conference 
would indicate that the consensus educators 
and representatives that the tape 
recorder preferable the wire recorder for 
classroom use. 


General 

the same issue Consumer Reports 
(February, 1949) more information about the 
two types long-playing records under the 
title, “Battle the Records: the Consumer 
Left Behind.” Also included this issue 
article about Hollywood and television entitled, 
“The Hollywood Invasion”; and article 
the current status television programs, “How 
Good Are the Programs?” 


“Standards for Visual and Auditory Facili- 
ties New Educational Buildings,” the title 
report enclosed the January, 1949 issue 
See and Hear. This should prove extremely 


helpful people who are planning new build- 
ings. 


“Evaluation Carbon-Arc, Sound 
Projectors,” Elwood Hugdahl, Director 
Visual Education, Nathan Hale High School, 
West Allis, Wisconsin found the January, 
1949, issue Audio-Visual Guide rating 
sheet outlining criteria valuable the selection 
the proper type equipment. may also 


serve guide for rating along with standards 
for other equipment. 


Teachers, administrators, curriculum super- 
visors, and audio-visual directors may in- 
terested investigating the Audio-Visual Ma- 
terial Evaluation File and Forms which provide 
systematic means recording reactions 
films, filmstrips, slides, transcriptions, maps, 
charts, globes, and related materials for pur- 
poses evaluation and selection. Write 
Wittich, 1312 West Johnson Street, Madison 
Wisconsin for further information. 


Attention has been called the fact that 
price was listed for the booklet, Seeing Our 
World through Maps, Chicago, Weber Collins, 
was mentioned this column January. The 
price one dollar ($1.00). 
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study carried determine what re- 
lationship, any, exists between at- 
titude toward topic and his ability read 
critically about that topic, Helen Crossen, 
University Cincinnati, used materials about 
Germans and about Negroes. 


group ninth-grade pupils from Thorn- 
ton Township High School, Harvey, Illinois, 
was chosen for the experiment. Pupils using 
the materials were grouped according fav- 
orable, unfavorable, and indifferent attitudes 
the subjects indicated the “Survey 
pinions” administered before testing reading 
ability. 

was found that the group with unfav- 
orable attitude showed lower mean scores than 
the favorable and indifferent groups. Favorable 
attitudes did not seem affect critical reading 
ability. was also found that the group unfav- 
orable Germans did not show clear-cut 
differences those unfavorable Negroes, 


interpreting the findings, Miss Crossen 
suggests that the unfavorable toward 
Germans were brought about recent events 
not connected with the daily life the pupils 
and because this may have lacked the inten- 
sity and sharpness characteristic unfavorable 
attitudes toward the Negro. 


The findings imply the need for careful 
guidance pupils the selection, interpreta- 
tion, and evaluation materials for reading 
area which prejudice may operate. This 
study, like evidence available from other 
sources, indicates that the effect propaganda 
contrary the attitude the reader leads 
mental state confusion and irritation, rather 
than change attitude. This study re- 
ported the December Journal 
Research. 


Answering the question “Why Teach 


Speech” the January Education. Joseph 


Johnson and Dawn Bechtle, University 
Southern California, point out that course 
speech is, above all, course human re- 
lations. Its purpose social communication. 
applied more frequently, more energetically 
than any other facet human behavior.” 


considering speech the barometer 
mental health, the article stresses the dangers 
standardizing and imposing any speech pat- 
tern which curtails personality and thereby re- 
stricts freedom express feeling, emotions and 
desires. 


ridiculous enforce the identical 
intonations and inflections upon every member 
class try stylize the way the pupils 
smile and laugh. Speech needs respected 
most adequate means communi- 
cation sharing feeling experiences any 
given moment. the conclusion the 
writers the article that teachers should 
willing aid the change another 
speech only when exhibits need and will- 
ingness for making change. 


new language arts guide for the elemen- 
Krantz the January Minnesota Journal Ed- 
ucation. The new guide based upon the be- 
lief that the language arts makes major con- 
tribution the area development under- 
standing young people the behavior pat- 
terns characteristic western civilization. 


The new curriculum guide book 
placed the hands teachers the language 


graduate student the University Illinois. 
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arts field aid them furnishing experiences 
which cause pupils grow into the community 
and world pattern aware their inheritance 
and responsible for its continuance. The curicu- 
lum committee which prepared the guide has 
placed the emphasis individual growth, co- 
operation, group planning, and life experience 
the level pupil maturation. 


the February issue Childhood Educa- 
tion, which emphasizes the theme “Children 
Need Adventure,” Mrs. Margaret Seylar, 
elementary supervisor, Bucks County, Pennsyl- 
vania, describes many ways which seventh 
and eighth grade pupils rural school found 
adventure through books. 


Mrs. Seylar describes the reading and ac- 
tivities which resulted desire read, im- 
provement reading skills, and the establish- 
ment standards for choosing good books. 


Making interesting articles associated with 
life foreign countries, dioramas illustrate 
scenes from favorite poems, field trips, camera 
shots, choral reading and dramatization proved 
better stimuli than compulsory book lists, writ- 
ten book reports, and required memory work. 


The question, “Are Stories Violence Bad 
for Children,” was debated CBS “In 
Opinion” broadcast Dr. Lauretta Bender, 
professor psychiatry, New York University, 
College Medicine, and Dr. Augusta Alpert, 
New York psychologist. 


Dr. opinion stories violence 
are not detrimental children when there 
present character symbolic figure that re- 
presents security them. Some the stories 
classical literature which deal with the prob- 
lem the dangerously world which 
the child does not understand she believes are 
harmful and contribute the child’s feeling 
insecurity. 


the present day comic and radio scripts 
dealing with the dangers our unstable social 
order and the threats the security the child 


‘in his home, community, country always 


have Dick Tracy Superman solve the 
problem. The child identifies with the attempt 
recognize and solve the problem through the 
magical characters. The continuity the char- 
acters gives perfect assurance that there will al- 
ways some attempt solution. Stories, 
comics, and radio scripts are harmful when 
they not carry any continuity the form 
positive character positive philosophy that 
assures the reader effort solution. 


Dr. Alpert regards the modern stories 
violence retarding cultural and psychic de- 
velopment and the opportunity for doing 
good therapeutic job through comic art 
screen, radio, and books enormous and largely 
untapped. 


One way linking grammar the mean- 
ing the sentence illustrated Edward 
Rutan the December North Carolina English 
Teacher. order connect grammar mean 
ing the minds the pupils and show the 
particular work done each part speech 
making the sentence say what saying, 
sentences are presented which the one con- 
cept that being studied has been left out. 
The sentence presented “doesn’t read right.” 
Something missing and pupils develop sen- 
tence seeking supply the element without 
which they can’t reading. 


The method may used more advanced 
work well less complex grammar 
teaching. When the pupil becomes aware 
what says, reads, writes, longer dis- 
regards grammar. For him the new approach 
becomes creative activity. 


Arville Wheeler, Peabody College has de- 
finite ideas how elementary schools can 
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good job teaching spelling. the Novem- 
ber Peabody Journal Education, recom- 
mends four steps: (1) place spelling text- 
book the hands every pupil Grades 
through VIII, (2) teach extended word list, 
(3) present every word were spelling 
demon, and (4) provide period for the teach- 
ing spelling the daily schedule. 


Harold McCarty, pioneer radio educa- 
tion, began writing monthly review radio 
programs for the National Parent-Teacher. His 
feature, called the made its debut 
the January 1949 issue. 


the first article Mr. McCarty suggests 
four-point test for appraising radio program. 
Does the program tell the truth? trite? 


Many schools are experimenting with meth- 
ods reporting pupil progress parents. Ruth 
Strang the January National Parent-Teacher 
recommends cooperative undertaking the 
report card revision teachers, parents, and 
pupils working together. 


Consideration should given the meth- 
ods reporting the most important aspects 
child growth instead being limited 
marks school subjects. should easy for 
parents understand and show the 
development well suggest ways 
which the child can improve his own work. 
Dr. Strang also recommends the desirability 
the pupil’s having share writing his own 
report. 


Lake Forest Day School, Lake Forest, Illinois, 
which offers country day program boys 
and girls from nursery school through the 
ninth grade, has devised new type cum- 
ulative record folder. 


The new cumulative record consists 
thirty-four page printed booklet, loose-leaf, pre- 


faced table contents for greater ease 
locating material. pocket affixed the 
back cover into which documents such medi- 
cal cards, transcripts from other schools, and 
letter reports are inserted. They provide year 
year record individual growth which 
each successive teacher contributes com- 
prehensive and uniform manner, which perti- 
nent information can located efficiently and 
quickly. 

copy the cumulative record folder will 
sent any school requesting it. 


survey practices meeting pupil ad- 
justment needs was conducted William 
Nolan, Connecticut State Department Edu- 
cation. The purpose the study carried 
all cities between 100,000 and 300,000 popula- 
tion and half the cities the 50,000 
000 bracket was determine the adminstrative 
groupings and clinical groupings services for 
aid children with evidence maladjustment. 


The data collected show strong movement 
toward consolidation special service the 
interest administrative efficiency, better ap- 
proach the problem the “whole” child, 
and prevention duplication effort. 


According practices the schools sur- 
veyed, the emphasis strongly moving toward 
correction situations leading truancy 
rather than enforcement compulsory 
attendance laws, and the courts general are 
playing but small part attendance problems. 
Either the duties the attendance officer are 
being delegated the school social worker, 
social work training being required the at- 
tendance persennel. 


Formula For Predicting Readability 
Edgar Dale and Jeanne Chall booklet 
presenting material which originally appeared 
separate articles the January and 
February 17, 1948 issues the Educational 
Research Bulletin. 
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The Dale-Chall formula, simplified meth- 
estimating the comprehension difficulty 
written materials, estimates readability the 
basis two factors: average sentence length 
and percentage words outside the Dale list 
3000 familiar words. 


The booklet contains the research findings 
behind the formula and the step-by-step instruc- 
tions for using the formula. Copies are cents 
each and may obtained writing directly 
the Mailing Room, Ohio State University. 


central agency for distribution and 
35c books elementary, junior and senior 
high schools and teacher training schools 
has been established Scholastic Magazines. 
Scholastic Book Service will the exclusive 
distributor schools for Pocket Books, Inc., 
Bantam Books, Inc., and New American Li- 
brary World Literature, Inc. 


The list includes approximately 125 
titles. All books have been approved school 
authorities and most are the approved list 
the American Library Association and the 
National Council Teachers English. Many 
are included the Wilson Catalog for High 
School Libraries. 


Listings books and information about this 
new agency may obtained from Scholastic 


Book Service, East 12th Street, New York 


The New York Herald Tribune will sponsor 
its annual Children’s spring book Festival May 
7-14. connection with the Book and Art Ex- 
hibit cash awards are made the three books 
published the first half the year which are 
selected top-notchers their age bracket for 
this six-month period. 


Each spring outstanding illustrator 
children’s books designs poster which pro- 
vides the focal point for nation-wide displays 
bookstores and libraries. Teachers and 


schools may obtain one these posters without 
charge writing Carolyn Coggins, New 
York Herald Tribune, 230 West Forty-First 
Street, New York 18, 


“Planning for America’s Children” the 
general title series reports prepared 
the National Council State Consultants 
Elementary Education. 


Already published are: Programs for Chil- 
dren Below Six; Modern Trends State-Wide 
Curriculum Programs; and Programs for the 
Continuous Professional Education Teachers. 


Education, has more information these pro- 
jects. 


Informational publications the 180 areas 
such national parks, monuments, and sites 
which the National Park Service administers 
are available free charge libraries. Any 
library wishing receive publications already 
print and those published should write 


the National Park Service, Washington 25, 


The Declaration Human Rights adopted 
the United Nations General Assembly, De- 
cember 10, 1948, has been reprinted for free 
distribution libraries. 


Requests should addressed Emerson 
Gause, Rotary International, Wacker 
Drive, Chicago Illinois. 


The most expensive magazine ever pub- 
lished anywhere with subscription rate 
$150 year and single issue price $30 
the Nation’s Heritage. The first issue appeared 
February. 

Following the popular trend conveying 
messages through pictures rather than words, 
the magazine makes pictures tell their story 
the nation’s heritage with words used only 
the briefest possible explanation. 
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The idea was outgrowth the great in- 
terest which the American public showed 
the Freedom Train. Publisher Malcolm Forbes 
who also member the editorial board 
which includes Allan Nevins, Earl Schenck 
Miers, and Hyatt Mayor. 


The Library Congress will sponsor ser- 
ies “extended essays” dealing with as- 
pects American civilization the twentieth 
century. 


The series edited Ralph Henry 
Gabriel, Professor History Yale University, 
will toward the intelligent lay read- 
and will avoid technical language. The vol- 
umes are not detailed monographs but 
rather extended essays from 75,000 100,000 
words each. 


Topics discussed include: The Ameri- 
can People; American Home; The American 
Farmer; The Fine Arts; American Literature 
and Literary Criticism; American Education; 
The American Motion Picture. 


Los Angeles County, Tacoma, and Terre 
Haute are the first localities during the recent 
concern about comics pass ordinances put 
their bans into effect. About cities have 
taken action one kind another ban the 
sale objectionable comic books. 


Less than the publishers comics 
have agreed abide the recent self-policing 
code adopted the Association Comics 
Magazine publishers. 


The board managers the National 
Congress Parents and Teachers has an- 
nounced action committee five work 
for the elimination vicious comic books and 
objectionable radio and movie programs. The 
committee will hold working conference 
Chicago. 

Recent figures from the Bureau Labor 
Statistics indicate that grade-school teaching 


still one the professional fields where re- 
cruits are badly needed. 


Dean Edmondson the University 
Michigan School Education year-end 
report American education said that among 
the more serious problems education are 
those growing enrolments, teacher shortages, 
and the need for rural school reorganization. 


“In September, 1948 needed more quali- 
fied teachers than were available. Whereas ten 
years ago percent the young people en- 
rolled College were preparing teach, only 
percent those enrolled 1948 were pre- 
paring for teaching,” said. 


The need estimated eight times 
large 1947-48. 


article the October issue Elemen- 
tary English, Sema Herman listed songs and 
poems for democratization used the 
early grades. One these poems, World 
Neighbors” has been published the Red 
Cross News February 1949. Other material 
for the first third grade children published 
February 1949 play containing two songs 
televised last year the request the Chicago 
Board Education Radio Council. “Good 
Neighbors” play published February 
1949 Instructor and “The Fabric Our Flag” 
February 1949 American Teacher. 


Unfinished Business American Education, 
inventory public school expenditures 
the United States, prepared John Norton 
and Eugene Lawler for the National Educa- 
tion Association and the American Council 
Education, 64-page presentation, largely 
graphic, which gives surprising and shocking 
information about the operation America’s 
public schools. 


makes available the general public in- 
formation originally presented the two-vol- 
ume mimeographed report the same authors 


published 1944 and distributed educators. 
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Facts and figures from 115,000 local school 
systems the United States show the necessity 
for eliminating the poverty tens thou- 
sands school districts. 


compares dramatic fashion the kind 
opportunities offered schools America 
whose annual expenditures range from $100 
per classroom $6000 per classroom. 


Here are the Junior Literary Guild selections 
for the month April, 1949: for boys and 
girls and years age, Mr. Flip Flop, 
Helen Garrett. The Viking Press, $2.00; for 
boys and girls 10, and years age, 
Island, Edward Fenton, Doubleday 


Co., $2.50; for older girls, years 
age, High Trail, Vivian Breck, Doubleday 
Co., $2.50; for older boys, years 
age, Swamp Boy, Cormack and 
Bytovetzski, David McKay, $2.50. 


comic book survey being conducted 
the Children’s Book Committee the Child 
Study Association America was announced 
Fall 1948 number Child Study. The com- 
mittee gathering and classifying about two 
hundred the current comic books effort 
analyze changes that have taken place the 
Six years since the committee made its original 
study. For further information write the 
Child Study Association America, 221 West 
57th Street, New York 
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anything and are especially good use 
hard background. They may ham- 
mered are nails, but their point 
sharp that they leave only tiny hole. 


Here have the basic rules for pro- 
ducing good exhibits. Besides these, two 
intangible qualities are supreme import- 
ance. Enthusiasm and imagination can pro- 
duce striking exhibits where unlimited re- 
sources alone may fail. These attributes 
plus some attention the procedures out- 
lined here are accountable for the success 
any display. 


good bulletin board display much 
resembles good theme that one could 
have followed the same recipe for produc- 
ing both. For good theme first must 
also have idea upon which will 
elaborate. make outline before at- 
tempting write gather all 
available material the topic, including 
our own thoughts and ideas, and organize 


tract attention catchy title, color- 
ful words and ideas, varying the style. 
don’t crowd thoughts which have 
nothing with the topic under con- 
sideration simply for the purpose amas- 
sing words. try balance theme 
many ways— the inclusion bit 
humor offset the serious, distribu- 
tion weighty material isn’t con- 
centrated any one section, etc. theme 
must have introduction, body, and 
conclusion well balanced. And isn’t 
essential write easily that the reader 
completely unaware the mechanics 
expression? The composition must 
beautifully finished that only the smooth 
result apparent rather than display 
gtammar, word study 
Finally, could ever expect excellent 
composition without the aid imagina- 
tion? every point along the way the 
rules for good display parallel the rules 
for good piece writing. 


The brief reviews this issue were written 
Elizabeth Guilfoile, Florence Bowden, 
Frances Whitehead, Jean Gardner Smith, 
Hannah Lindahl, and Mary Maude Birming- 
ham. Unsigned annotations are the editor. 


For the Teacher 
Freedom Live and Learn. Gertrude Noar. 
Franklin Publishing and Supply Co. 


manual which the individual teacher 
may find her way from traditional text-book 


teaching into the use the experience unit 
the basis for children’s learning, about what 
Gertrude Noar calls her little book. 

concrete, detailed, fully illustrated with 
reports classroom situations and with sum- 
maries units developed. 


The most important contribution which 
the book makes, perhaps, the emphasis upon 
the study the children, the teacher’s many- 
sided knowledge them. Without this basic 
understanding, the reader feels unit develop- 
ment would forward the junior high 
school described. Elementary, well second- 
ary, teachers will find very readable. 


Health Teaching Schools. Ruth Grout. 
Saunders, $4.00. 
Teachers’ college classes will, doubt, 


the chief users this text book the teach- 
ing health. desirable material for the 


teacher and the administrator service, well 
for the public health nurse, and other com- 
munity officials and agencies interested the 
health the school child. 


Dr. Grout attempts draw the implications 
for definite health teaching each level. This 
she does laying careful basic ground work 
terms the developmental level 
health problems the age level. 


The book rather complete compendium 
and will used largely reference the 
practical worker. 


and 
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For Early Adolescents 
The Trail Courage. Virginia Watson. 
lustrated Marcia Brown. Coward-Mc 

Cann, Inc., $2.50. 

Ulrica Van Horn and her father leave their 
native Holland make new home the town 
New Amsterdam. With the death her 
father just before the end the voyage, Ulrica 
forced make her way alone among the 
strangers the new world. spite heart- 
aches, abuse, and misunderstanding, Ulrica never 
falters blazing her “trail courage” and 
finally finds friendship and happiness. Through 
Ulrica’s story, the town New Amsterdam 
comes life. Excellent pictures are given 
the customs the people, the market scenes, 
the bustle around the wharf, and the Gover- 
nor Peter Stuyvesant. Teen-age girls will like 
Ulrica Van Horn. They will admire her silent 
courage and her love freedom and independ- 
ence. They will enjoy Marcia artistic 
sketches which add much the atmosphere 


The Long Portage. Herbert Best. Illustrated 
Erick Berry. Viking Press, $2.50. 
Adolescent boys will enjoy this story which 

historically accurate tale the French 

and Indian War. The scene laid New York 


State. Seventeen year old Phil Dearborn, 
orphan, the main character the story. 


Running away from New waterfront 
where had lived hand mouth existence 
since was small boy, Phil makes his way 
three hundred miles state, hoping join the 
Yankee forces. native intelligence and 
the shrewdness developed from using his wits 
along the waterfront enable him enter Fort 
Edward unchallenged. Later moves with the 
wagon train its tedious and dangerous 
journey Fort William Henry. Phil’s life 
Fort William Henry, his friendship with the 
famous General Howe, and his experiences with 
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the renowned Rogers’ Rangers form the main 
events the book. The story filled with ex- 


citing happenings and will make interesting 
reading for those teen-agers who like adventure 
flavored with early American history. 
Swamp Shadows. Dee Dunsing. Illustrated 
Ralph Ray, Jr. Longmans, $2.50. 

Two boys decidedly contrasting back- 
grounds pool resources and settle down the 
wilderness Florida swamp land near Talla- 
hassee. The swamp shadows which materialize 
into Indians, Seminoles the pay schem- 
ing Englishman title, provide the sinister ele- 
ment. The plot both choppy and unrealistic, 
more melodramatic than credible. And the 
telling, the story loses itself verbal medio- 


Robbut; Tale Tails. Robert Lawson. 

Viking, $2.50. 

dislike his own cottony rabbit 
tail made him very eager try other kinds. 
When his wish was granted, found that hav- 
ing cat, snake, fox tail could very 
sorrowful thing. The story becomes little tedi- 
ous, and will probably not hold the younger 
listeners. The expression face var- 
ies delightfully goes through the various 
moods envy, pride, vainglory, and the rest. 
The black and white illustrations are better than 
the text. 


The White Leopard. Inglis Fletcher. Illus- 
trated Kurt Wiese. Bobbs-Merrill, $2.75. 
This tale the African bush was published 

first 1937. The author explored extensively 

Central Africa from head-quarters the 
house the governor Nyasaland, yet the 
reader gains very little feeling real 
edge the country, the people, even the 
wild life. The young English Commissioner, 

series somewhat repetitive episodes, always 

accomplishes, after his few months Africa, 

what the natives, born the soil and bred 
the folkways, cannot achieve, and the tradi- 


tional moreover the “white man’s 
burden.” Young people with taste for Super- 
man may enjoy the stories. 
Grandfather Tales. Collected and retold 
Richard Chase. Illustrated Berkeley 
liams, Jr. Houghton Mifflin Company $2.75. 
Children who were delighted with Richard 
Chase’s Jack Tales will eager read the 
second collection folk tales gathered 
his visits North Carolina and Virginia. 
The tales, which have been told Southern fire- 
sides for generations, contain variety hu- 
man-interest stories about animals, adventures, 
and bewitchment. Although the tales have 
local flavor, they belong America’s treasury 


Wish Apple. Shannon Garst. 
trated Jon Nielsen. Abingdon-Cokes- 
bury, $2.00. 

The Walkers came Oregon hoping that 
they could find permanent employment and 
home instead having migrant workers. 
Their work apple orchard brought them 
happy solution. The story moves quietly 
but pleasantly with enough humour and ad- 
venture make interesting the young 
reader. unfortunate that the one paragraph 
which smacks white superiority could not 
have been deleted, since adds nothing the 
story. 


Rocket Pocket: the Rhymes and 
Chants Young Americans. Compiled 
Carl Withers. Illustrated Suzanne Suba. 
Holt, $3.50. 

light hearted collection folk rhymes 
which will delight the small fry who still chant 
them, and will bring nostalgia those 
over sixteen. There are riddle rhymes, tongue 
twisters, counting out, jumping rope, bouncing 
ball, and ever many just for the delicious 
nonsense them. High school students work- 
ing American folklore will find the book 
useful. 
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For the Middle Grades 
Going Up. Jack Illustrated 

Jeanne Bendick. Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, 

$2.00. 

you want know why and how people 
up? narrative form, Going tells why, 
throughout the ages, man has felt need 
and explains how has achieved his de- 
sire through numerous and improved inven- 
tions. The author has given fascinating story 
early man’s construction vine ladders, 
the invention the lever, roller, wheel and 
pulley, and the various experiments which 
resulted the modern automatic elevator. Girls 
and boys who have inventive minds and spirits 
and those who want information about things 
that will welcome this book their reading 
lists. The style the book simple and clear. 
Its story form makes the information come 
live. Jeanne Bendick’s illustrations not only help 
make the explanations the content clear 
but add touch humor which will appeal 


Spooks the Valley. Louis Jones. 
lustrated Erwin Austin. Houghton, 
$2.50. 

Ghost stories associated with long 
bandoned house the Hudson River, these 
tales are set motion the ghost George 
peddler. Joe and Pete, two boys about parti- 
cipate the ghostly adventures and help lay 
the spirits of, first George, then Aunt Sally, 
and—yes—Captain William Kidd. The illus- 
trations are effective black and whites. The 
book has straight-forward, matter-of-fact pre- 
sentation such will reassure the wary. The 
author has set too varied assemblage 
ghosts into too long string events. re- 
sult these stories within story tend drag 
despite their realism. 


The Mystery Coat. Helen 
Monsell. Joseph Page. 
Bobbs-Merrill, $2.50. 


Who was Mum’s family? That the ques- 


ELEMENTARY ENGLISH 


tion gnawing the minds the four young Lor- 
newodes. homeless waif found park, 
wrapped man’s overcoat... that’s all they 
have begin with...but coat, 
neatly mended, finally solves the parental mys- 
tery. Attempts steal the coat and masquerade 
heirs the estate are climactically forestalled. 
Characterization and plot are both obvious and 
hackneyed. 


Church Go. Robbie Trent. Illus- 
trated Joan Walsh Anglund. Wilcox and 
Follett, $1.25. 

all agree that church beautiful place 
go. But can still remember how 
wondered why wore our best clothes 
church, why had quiet, and why the 
church had flowers? These are only few the 
questions that this beautifully illustrated and 
easy comprehend book answers for children. 
Familiar Bible quotations are explained 
simple language with pretty pictures assist. 


The Story Your Bread. Clara Hollos. 
lustrated Laszlo Roth. International Pub- 
lishers, $1.50. 

book. The language simple. The illustrations 
are numerous and expressive. Bread in- 
teresting subject for children because its 
daily use the home. The story and illustra- 
tions begin with the Stone Age and follow the 
making bread through each stage man’s 
development Modern times. 


the Stone Age each family was respons- 
ible for the gathering his wheat and the bak- 
ing his bread. Through the ages man learned 
experience that life easier co-operated 
with his neighbors. Today many people are 
responsible for the loaf bread buy the 
grocery. All the inventions the past and 
present the farms and the factories are 
called the attention the children who read 
this book. 
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The Wishing Star. Mabel Cleland Wid- 
demer. Drawings Margaret Ayer. The 
Bobbs-Merrill Company, $2.50. 

Romance and mystery characterize this ex- 
citing story which portrays life the Washing- 
ton Irving country during the middle the 
nineteenth century. The absorbing story how 
the wishing star brought good fortune Mona 
will apeal adolescent girls. Al- 
though the element suspense one the 
important characteristics this story, the book 
not just another mystery story, but charm- 
ing tale which historic Tarrytown and its 
famous literary figure, Washington Irving, play 


High Trail. Vivian Breck. Illustrated 
Leonard Weisgard. Doubleday Co., Inc. 
$2.50. 

Boys well girls, and doubtless some 
dults, will enjoy this account adventure 
the Sierras. Chloe gallant struggle 
obtain help for her father emergency takes 
right over the slopes Mt. Whitney, 
through the most unpredictable mountain 
weather. “Roping it” over the sheer precipices 
had not been part expectation. Nor 
had she expected encounter “Star” and “Pud- 
when she started her lonely journey 
over the high trail. 


Courage and comradeship and the plain 
hard-won skill experience save situation 
which all might have been lost. The 
clear knowledge her background material 
compensates for somewhat inadequate charac- 
terizations. 


Robert Bruce, King Scots. Nina Brown 

Baker. Vanguard Press, Inc., $2.75. 

The life Robert Bruce was not life 
ease after his eighteenth birthday where this 
book begins. The greater part his time was 
spent fighting for cause which had 
devoted his life. Robert Bruce heard saw 
the result brutal punishments inflicted upon 
his friends and family who were captured 


the English. portrayed great man, 
kind, unselfish, and loved all knew. 
king wished not rule the Scottish people, 
but help them rule themselves. 


For Younger Children 

Zoo’s Who. Doris Tobias. Illustrated 

Barbara Smith. Vanguard Press, Inc., $2.00. 

Children pre-school age well chil- 
dren the early primary grades will de- 
lighted with the simple verses and the sprightly 
pictures this book. minor consequence 
the fact that the title the book rather mis- 
leading; most the text portrays friendly 
farm animals instead animals seen zoo. 
From the easy reading matter and the pictures, 
the young child will learn about some the 
characteristics each baby animal and what 
will when grows up. The names Kitty 
Kitten, Peter Puppy, and Daisy Duckling il- 
lustrate the effective use alliteration 
throughout the book. 


The Great Big Noise. Ruth Cromer Weir. 
Illustrated Esther Friend. Wilcox and Fol- 
lett, $1.00. 

jolly Grandpa comes visit Jimmy and 
Johnny. Like all Grandpas can tell wonder- 
ful stories lions and tigers, airplanes and 
boats, and cyclones and tornados. Soon it’s time 
for bed. During the night the boys are 
wakened combination all the noises 
stories. Two frightened, brave boys 
stumbled through the house find the noise. 
The noise coming from Grandpa’s room. It’s 


Grandpa! The pictures are gay and different. 


The Little Train That Saved the Day. Char- 
lotte Steiner. Grosset, $.50. 

The little freight train carried lumber, 
coal, but passengers, until the day the ex- 
cursion train broke down. Then people climbed 
into empty cars, caboose, cab, and even top 
the big freight cars. meagre plot, but the 
illustrations are jolly. Reading aloud and grades 
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tional practices the field language 
composition. The purpose was discover 
which the teaching practices were most 
effective. The schools Ann Arbor pre- 
sented individualized instructional pro- 
gram great merit. The daily program 
provided for writing laboratory period. 
During this period, each pupil carried 
the writing activities which were called 
for the various lessons the day. Some 
the pupils would working com- 
mittee report while others wrote news 
stories creative compositions for class 
magazine, and the like. During this labora- 
tory period, the teacher acted consultant 
for the pupils and gave help was needed. 
Compositions that accompanied the report 
from the Ann Arbor schools indicated that 
the results were excellent. 


general, individualized instruction 
requires that the class enrollment rela- 
tively small, that there flexible seating, 


Daily 


World Book Company 


ELEMENTARY ENGLISH 


INDIVIDUALIZATION THE LANGUAGE ARTS 


Continued from Page (200) 


and that instructional materials varied. 
Only then can teacher find time and op- 
portunity work with individual pupils 
and adjust instructional materials 
their level achievement. instruction 
properly individualized, pupils can make 
continuous progress they pass through 
the elementary school, and the policy 
promotion can such call for 


The current trends toward in-service 
education teachers encouraging. 
Through workshops 
teachers can learn simple and effective 
ways individualizing instruction the 
language arts, grouping their pupils ac- 
cording common needs and interests, 
and studying their children plan 
curriculum adjusted their own develop- 
ment. More and more, teachers are learn- 
ing care for their pupils’ needs and in- 
terests through individualized instruction. 


Dawson and Miller 


logical, clear-cut organization 
provides for simple, direct teaching. 


Full coverage skills and attain- 
able, purposeful goals assure suc- 
cess and power speaking and 
writing. 


The series that answers the child’s 


why language. 


Yonkers-on-Hudson New York 
2126 Prairie Avenue Chicago 
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BUILDING BETTER ENGLISH 


Greene, McBroom, Moscrip, Gillett, Ashley 
Basic Series Language Texts for Grades 3-8 


The Language Program That— 


Focuses the child and his everyday language needs. 

Uses pupil experiences and interests the basis language instruction. 
Provides meaningful drill and practice abundance. 

Reteaches skills thoroughly from grade grade. 


Teaches grammar aid clear and forceful expression. 


you contemplate change your language texts, 


write for information about Building Better English. 


ROW, PETERSON AND COMPANY 
1911 Ridge Ave., Evanston, Ill. 104 So. Lexington Ave., White Plains, 


For better reading results, sure 


READING PHONICS 


WINGO 

READING WITH PHONICS presents basic method teaching children 
read. The material designed for use grades 1-3, but may used 
any grade level where reading difficulties are encountered. 

The program consists PUPIL’S EDITION and TEACHERS’ EDITION 
which gives the step-by-step procedure for conducting the program. 


For your elementary English 
ENGLISH FOR TODAY 


NOAR-THRELKELD-HACH-MURPHY 
series elementary English textbooks for grades three through eight. 
Each book the series offers complete elementary language program— 
based pupil interests and developed through pupil activities, practice, and 
tests—for its particular grade. Beautifully illustrated color. 
Write for examination copies 


YORK 


7 
NEW 


neading 
neading power 


READING FOR INTEREST, REVISED 


PAUL WITTY and OTHERS 


This superior basal reading series for Grades 1-6 
stimulates growth each child’s ability read 
independently. The carefully graded content and 
vocabulary, the literary quality, and the high enjoy- 
ment quotient Reading for Interest, Revised 
make teaching easy and inspire children 
permanent love reading. 


Have you seen Paul Witty’s 
READING MODERN EDUCATION? 


WALT DISNEY STORY BOOKS 


The wholesome influence Walt Disney characters 
has been widely recognized educational authori- 
ties. Story readers with colorful pictures Disney’s 
Mickey Mouse, and other fanciful favorites, have 
been adopted school systems all over the United 
States. Each year, through the pages these books, 
large new groups children pleasantly travel the 
road reading with their beloved Disney compan- 
ions leading the way. Twelve books—for ages 6-14. 


Boston New York Chicago Atlanta 
San Francisco Dallas London 
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IT’S HERE! IT’S NEW! IT’S YOURS! 


THE McKEE 
READING SERIES 


McKEE HARRISON McCOWEN LEHR 


PRIMARY GRADES 


Reading Readiness GETTING READY 
Preprimer TIP 
Preprimer TIP AND MITTEN 
Preprimer THE BIG SHOW 
Primer WITH JACK AND JANET 
First Reader AND AWAY 
Second Reader COME ALONG 
Third Reader LOOKING AHEAD 
Third Reader CLIMBING HIGHER 


With teachers’ editions for all books; workbooks; word, 
phonic, and picture cards; “Big Book”; and service 
materials. 


TALES FROM THE FOUR WINDS 


three-book series radio plays for the elementary grades 
FAN KISSEN, Supervisor, Radio Programs for Elementary 
School Division, Board Education, New York City 


Book One THE STRAW AND OTHER TALES 

Published 
Book Two THE BAG FIRE AND OTHER TALES 

Ready April 
Book Three CROWDED HOUSE AND OTHER TALES 


preparation 


HOUGHTON MIFFLIN COMPANY 


BOSTON NEW YORK CHICAGO DALLAS ATLANTA SAN FRANCISCO 
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The series that fits the book the child. 


than ever before this series helps the child from the very be- 


ginning relate reading his other experiences. 


combines with the usual unique vertical organization 
which permits continuous developmental growth between grades. 
Vocabulary control sound, not freakish, with excessive vocab- 


ulary load any one grade. 


provides readiness books for the beginner and readiness 


program that operates all levels. 
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